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לעילוי נשמת
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ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.


הונצח ע"י אחיו הר"ר אביחי ואפרת ורדי שיחיו - פתח תקוה








לעילוי נשמת


הר"ר שמואל שמעלקא וסרמן ז"ל ב"ר יחיאל ז"ל


      ומרת חיה העניא וסרמן ע"ה ב"ר מנחם מאנעס ז"ל 


ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.


הונצח ע"י  ידידינו הר"ר יעקב וינרוט ומשפ' שיחיו - רמת גן
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לעילוי  נשמת


הקדושים הרב דוד יעקב הלוי אפלבוים  הי"ד


ובתו נאוה  הי"ד נלב"ע י"ג אלול  תשס"ג ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.


הונצחו ע"י  הר"ר צבי ותמרה סנד שיחיו - ירושלים














. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . המעוניין לזכות את הרבים בסיפור מעניין,


או בעובדה מרתקת שניתן ללמוד ממנה מוסר השכל,


מוזמן לפנות למערכת מאורות הדף היומי,


ואנו נפרסם זאת בע"ה בטור זה.
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A Dream Shattered


Rosh Hashanah: In a short while the red sun of 5763 will set.  The sounds of the shofar, which express the tremblings of our hearts, have brought us to Rosh HaShanah, the Day of Judgment.  On this day every person examines himself, accepts the mastery of the King of the world, bows his head before Him and reexamines where he erred and what things he could have done better.  When he comes to the conclusion that were he given the opportunity, he would do some things otherwise, he is invited to demonstrate his sincerity in a new gift of life of the coming year.


For a few weeks we have kept a letter on the editorial desk received from a child living in the center of Israel who was helped by his father to record his grandfather’s story.  This is a simple tale of an ordinary person, without any drama or great surprises.  Yet its simplicity captures our hearts, leaving a deep impression on our lives:


“I am fortunate to have the finest grandfather, who is always ready to tell a fascinating story and to “fly” to other worlds with his grandchildren.  A few months ago I asked him to tell me something about himself.  He became serious, looked into the distance, sat down in his armchair and “visited” his childhood.  


“’I remember 60 years ago, when I was a child of your age, I begged my father to buy me roller-skates.  He bought them for me and I rode them constantly till I grew tired of them and left them in the storeroom unwanted, like a useless article.  A day later I wanted a bicycle.  My father took his bike from the cellar and gave it to me.  It was a big bike that served me as I grew up till I wanted a motorcycle – no more and no less.  This dream did not materialize as fast as the others but finally I had my motorcycle.  There was no end to my pride and joy.  A few times I was miraculously saved from falls and, thank G-d, escaped injury.  My parents and wife worried about me whenever I rode the motorcycle and when it was stolen, my father announced that he would send flowers to the thief.


“’The dream of a motorcycle disappeared and was replaced by that of a car.  I started with a Susita, changed to a Transit, an Opel, a Suzuki and other models till I became the proud owner of a GMC. What should I say, my dear grandchild?  In all those years I became a slave to the car.  The health of my heart matched the state of my car’s motor, till… the textile crisis.  The crisis “freed” me of my business, my car and from virtually everything.  I had no ambitions left - except for another daf of Gemara and another Daf HaYomi shi’ur.  You understand?’ he told me with moist eyes, ‘Why did I have to go all that way?  I could have dreamt about the Gemara from the start and shortened the way…‘”


During his life a person has many dreams but we should remember that life itself is the big dream from which we will eventually awaken.  No one dreams forever and we should prepare what we’ll need when we wake up.  


And who are like Your people Israel?


At the end of the year, when we all pray that the next year will be better, we should mention a moving fact.  In the terrorist attack that occurred in Emek Refaim Street in Yerushalayim a father and his daughter were killed, Dr David Appelbaum and his daughter Nava - a day before her wedding.  Every heart was moved and everyone mourned the double tragedy.  The attack happened late at night.  In the morning, after hours of dreadful horror, the groom’s grandfather left his home with his brother, who had come from abroad for the wedding.  They went to a Daf HaYomi shi’ur delivered by Rav S.M., a member of our beis midrash.


…לולא תורתך


May a year end with its curses. 


 May a year begin with its blessings.

















השבוע בגליון











דבר העורך





בס"ד, ג' תשרי תשס"ד                מסכת זבחים קי"א-קי"ז
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דף קיב\ב   עד שלא הוקם היו הבמות מותרות


A synagogue rented in exchange for coffee and sugar


In the last dapim of Zevachim the Gemara treats the laws of the Sanctuary (mishkan) and the bamos.  As stated in the mishnah, the Sanctuary was moved from the desert to Gilgal, to Shilo, Nov and Giv’on till the Temple was built in Yerushalayim by King Shlomo.  Once the Temple was built, sacrifices were forbidden to be offered outside of it but before that, when the Sanctuary was in Gilgal, Nov and Givon, people could offer sacrifices on the bamos – altars erected in various places.  The Tosefta states (Ch. 13, beraisa 8): “When bamos were allowed, a person could make a bamah at the entrance to his yard or garden and sacrifice on it – he, his son, his daughter, his servant and his maidservant.”


Aliyah l‘regel before the Temple era: Ramban (Devarim 16:9) raises a basic question: was the mitzvah of going up for the regel (yomtov pilgrimage) obligatory before the Temple was built?  (See ibid, 12:8, that he asserts that there was certainly no obligation of aliyah l’regel to the mishkan, but that could have been only in the desert).  Some proved this from that told about Elkanah (Shmuel I) who would go for the regel to the Sanctuary in Shilo and from the Gemara in Chagigah 6a, which discusses the story in connection with laws of aliyah l’regel.  Indeed, Maharatz Chayos (Responsa, 7, cited in Piskei Teshuvah, 309) wrote that it seems from Rambam that the mitzvah applied at the mishkan (and see Sefer HaMafteiach on Rambam, Hilchos Beis HaBechirah, 1:1, and the remarks on Ramban, 12:8, in the Mosad HaRav Kook edition).


As sacrificing on a bamah became forbidden forever after the erection of the Temple, details of the laws of bamos were not cited in halachic works but it is interesting to discover how two different topics are influenced by the halachos of the bamah.  


Is it allowed to remove the furniture of a synagogue?  A certain community presented a question to the Chasam Sofer zt”l (Responsa, O.C. 32).  Many years previously the community reached an agreement with the regional governor to rent a lot to build a synagogue and the rental was fixed to give him a kikar of coffee and a kikar of sugar each year.  The price of coffee and sugar became excessive till the community found it hard to meet the demand and they wanted to forego the site.  This suggestion, involving a few questions concerning dismantling a synagogue, was discussed by the Chasam Sofer and among the different subjects involved he asserted that the removal of furniture has nothing to do with the prohibition to dismantle a synagogue and even brought proof from the bamos, as follows.


It is forbidden to dismantle a stone of the altar.  The Chasam Sofer concludes that this halachah applies to a bamah as the halachah of a bamah should be no less than that of a synagogue, which must not be destroyed.  Not only that but even once bamos became forbidden, it was still forbidden to destroy the bamos which were erected previously.  Nonetheless, David moved the Ark of the Covenant from one bamah to another, from Beis Shemesh to the home of Oved Edom and from there to the City of David.  We thus see that it is allowed to move articles from a Sanctuary and this is not considered dismantling.  (In light of the prohibition to destroy bamos even after the prohibition to sacrifice thereon, he explains why the upright kings of Judea did not destroy them and therefore the situation came about described by the prophets – “the people still sacrificed…on the bamos” – till King Chizkiyahu had to remove them to protect from sin; see ibid for another explanation).


Removing a knife from the table in birkas hamazon: We now proceed to our tables.  It is an ancient custom to cover the knife during birkas hamazon (Shulchan ‘Aruch, O.C. 180:5).  One of the reasons is that the table resembles the altar.  The altar must not be built with iron tools, as we are told – “…you shall not wield iron on them” (Devarim 27:5) – since the altar lengthens our lives and iron shortens them.  Thus one mustn’t leave a knife on the table, which resembles the altar.  Magen Avraham (S.K. 5) writes that this custom is not heeded on Shabbos and holidays, as explained in Shulchan ‘Aruch (ibid), since on those days the altar cannot be built.  


Why must the knife be removed at night?  A few Acharonim wondered that if we don’t remove the knife on Shabbos because on Shabbos we don’t build the altar, then we shouldn’t remove the knife at night because the Temple, including the altar, is not built at night. (Rambam, Hilchos Beis HaBechirah, 11:12; see ‘Aroch LaNer, Sukkah 41; Revid HaZahav on the Torah, end of Yisro; Har Tzvi and his remarks, ibid; etc.).  HaGaon Rabbi Meir Simchah HaKohen of Dvinsk zt”l (Meshech Chochmah, Shemos 20:22) reconciles the custom: a bamah is also forbidden to be built with iron tools but is allowed to be built at night and therefore we should also remove a knife from the table at night.





דף קטז\א   הניחא למאן דאמר טריפה אינה יולדת


 “A treifah does not give birth”: Why, and how should we regard a treifah that gave birth?


An animal that was harmed in one of its organs and which therefore cannot live over 12 months is a treifah forbidden to be eaten (that is the halachah; see Chulin 42a in the sugya concerning if a treifah can live).  A treifah can also not be a sacrifice and our sugya explains that even non-Jews (bnei Noach), who may bring a sacrifice with a defect (moom), must not offer a treifah.  This we learn from Noach who, when he left the ark, offered sacrifices from the animals that survived in the ark and the Gemara interprets from the verses that treifah animals did not enter it.  The Gemara explains apropos that there is a difference of opinions as to whether a treifah can give birth.


The halachah was ruled (Rambam, Hilchos Shechitah, 11:1; Shulchan ‘Aruch, Y.D. 57:18) that a treifah does not give birth.  Therefore, if there is a doubt as to if a certain animal is treifah, if it gives birth we may rely on the fact as proof that it is not treifah.


Logic dictates that, similarly, if an animal was assumed (muchzak) to be treifah, and it gave birth, the event removes that assumption.  Still, the poskim ruled (Remo, ibid, according to the Rishonim) that a treifah that gave birth does not escape the definition of treifah; only a doubtful treifah that gave birth escapes the definition of a treifah.  There are two approaches to understand the issue.


Some believe that the assertion that a treifah does not give birth is uncertain.  Therefore, if a treifah gives birth, we must assume that it belongs to the minority of treifos that can give birth.  Only if a doubtful treifah gives birth, we may say that as most treifos don’t give birth, it makes sense that this animal is not treifah (Meiri, Chulin 42a; Pri Megadim in Sifsei Da’as, 30, S.K. 5, concerning the 12 months; and Pleisi and Ksav Sofer, concerning birth).


The Rashba: “Maybe you forgot or erred.”  On the other hand, when the Rashba was asked (Responsa, I, 98) how we should regard a treifah that gave birth, he responded sharply that this couldn’t be so “and it is as if you testify about something impossible that you saw it…maybe you forgot or erred or maybe you erred about the time or maybe this animal was exchanged for another.”  He wasn’t satisfied till he wrote that if anyone saw a treifah give birth, “the witness should be negated and a thousand like him, but we could never negate a point agreed upon by the holy chachamim, the prophets and the sons of the prophets and things that were said to Moshe at Mount Sinai”.  In his opinion, the assertion that a treifah does not give birth applies to all animals without exception.


Close surveillance of a treifah: Still, how should we regard a case where a treifah was carefully watched and everyone sees that it gave birth or that it lived over 12 months?  The Rashba says that such an event would force us to admit that a miracle occurred, for a treifah does not naturally give birth (and see Shach, Y.D. 57, S.K. 48; Pri Chadash, ibid, S.K. 50; and see at length in the following article).  


We now know that according to all opinions, if an animal was doubtfully treifah and gave birth, it escapes the definition of treifah.  We must still clarify if the birth alone proves that it wasn’t treifah or if its conception and begetting prove thus.  The difference would be if a doubt of treifah arose regarding an animal already pregnant.  Is its giving birth proof that it is not treifah?


Why can’t a tereifah give birth?  In order to answer this question we must clarify the reason why a treifah cannot give birth.  Is it because it cannot conceive or because giving birth is too hard for it or because of both reasons together?  If a treifah can’t give birth because it can’t become pregnant, an animal that was pregnant before the doubt arose did not prove by its giving birth that it is not treifah.  However, if a treifah cannot give birth because the birth itself is too hard for it, the animal escaped the definition of treifah. (see Meiri, Chulin 57b; Pri Megadim, preface to Hilchos Treifos; Behag, Hilchos Treifos; Machazik Berachah, Y.D. 57, S.K. 14, concerning the opinion of Rambam, Sefer HaTrumos and Smag; Shulchan ‘Aruch, Y.D. 57:18, that only pregnancy and birth are signs in a doubtful treifah; Yam shel Shlomo, Chulin, Ch. 3, §80; ‘Atzei Beroshim, 31; Chikrei Lev, Y.D. 27).





דף קטז\א   הניחא למאן דאמר טריפה אינה יולדת


Animals attain Divine providence


As explained at length in the previous article, according to the Rashba (Responsa, I, 98), a treifah animal cannot give birth.  He is so firm in his opinion that he wrote that even if a person closely surveyed a treifah and saw that it gave birth, he should know that he witnessed a miracle.


His statement, about miracles occurring to animals, was much discussed by the Acharonim and renewed an ancient controversy as to if animals are liable to individual Divine providence or to general providence on the species as to if it will survive or become extinct (see Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim; Shomrei Emunim Hakadmon, II, 81 and his preface [ibid] where he discusses the opinions at length; and Ya’aros Devash, II, derush 6).  Based on the Rashba’s statement, Rabbi Avraham ben Mordechai (the leading rabbi of Egypt about 400 years ago, in his Ginas Veradim, Gan Hamelech 141) asserts that it is obviously his opinion that animals also earn individual providence for if not so, how could a miracle occur to a treifah?  


Were the animals punished in the Flood?  The author of Ginas Veradim also relies on our sugya as basis for his opinion.  The Gemara recounts that Noach’s ark only admitted animals that had not been partner to sin while the other animals were condemned to death in the Flood.  We thus see that there is individual providence for animals as to which deserve to live and which will perish (we should emphasize that there is a deliberation regarding the correct text of our sugya and, as the Maharsha wrote, this version is not understood; at any rate, the matter is mentioned in Sanhedrin 108b and it clear from that Gemara that sinful animals did not enter at all, whether they were pure or impure).  


The understanding of animals disappeared: On the other hand, the author Chikrei Lev (Y.D. §26) devotes a long discussion to disagree with this opinion and attributes our Gemara, which explains that the sinning animals did not enter the ark, to the extreme change that occurred in animals.  It could be, he says, that the animals in Noach’s era resembled the perfect way they were created in the six days of Creation: they had some discernment and were therefore punished, as distinguished from the animals in our era (see Abarbanel on Bereishis 9:5 and Sifsei Chayim by HaGaon Rav Chayim Friedlander zt”l, Emunah Vehashgachah, I, for an explanation of individual providence in animals).


This topic encompasses a whole realm of Torah.  We conclude with that recounted in the Yerushalmi (Sheviis, Ch. 9, cited in Tosfos, ‘Avodah Zarah 16b, s.v. Dimus) about Rabbi Shimon who saw a hunter trying to capture fowl.  A heavenly voice (bas kol) announced which bird would be saved from his arrows and which would be captured.  This tale is mentioned by the author of Tanya, with a few other examples, to prove that there is individual providence for animals.  We should mention that this issue focuses on Hashem’s individual providence for animals but it is obvious that everything in our world is according to His will, as we are told: “…and you give life to them all” (Nechemyah 9:6).





דף קיב\ב   באו לשילה


The Sites of the Sanctuary and the Temple Are Hinted in the Verse


The Gaon of Ostrovtsa zt”l writes that it is indeed a wonder that the site of the Temple is not mentioned in the Torah.  However, there is a hint in the verse “in the place that Hashem will choose (yivchar)” (Devarim 12:14).  יבחר is composed of the letters יוד בית חית ריש.  The hidden parts of these letters – i.e., the parts that don’t appear in the word – are וד ית ית ש whose numerical equivalent totals 1,130.  The words שילה נוב גבעון ירושלים also equal that number!  The Torah hinted in the word yivchar which places Hashem will choose to dwell in.





דף קיב\ב   ומשהוקם המשכן


A Tzadik Falls Seven Times and Gets Up


The Gerer Rebbe zt”l, author of Beis Yisrael, said that his father zt”l, author of Imrei Emes, explained the Toras Kohanim (Tzav), that Moshe erected and dismantled all the seven sanctuaries that rose and were dismantled, as referring to the mishkan in the desert, in Gilgal, in Nov, in Givon, in Shilo and the two Temples.  “And I say that Moshe effected that even if in later generations people will fall and become weak in Hashem’s service, they will be able to rise again and again: ‘A tzadik falls seven times and gets up’ – never despair!” (Peer Yisrael, III, 97).





דף קטו\א   רש"י  ד"ה יכול שאני מוציא





To the Pesach of the Ohel Mo’ed


Many misprints occurred in the editions of the Gemara.  A certain error is still common in most editions of Rashi, s.v. Yachol sheani motzi: the verse “to the entrance (פתח) of the Ohel Mo’ed” is cited as פסח , that is the holiday of Pesach.  This ridiculous error came about because the two words are pronounced identically in the Ashkenazic pronunciation.  A similar example appears in Beis Yosef (E.H. 77, s.v. Kasav HaMordechai), that a wife is not “equal” שוה to her husband while, of course, the text should read “does not return שבה to her husband”  (He’akov Lemishor, 11).





דף קטז\א   הבאים מאליהן


Food Doesn’t Come By Itself


HaGaon Rav Yitzchak Zeev of Brisk wrote: This Gemara, which says that animals came by themselves to the ark, explained to me a word in the Torah.  After Noach was told to bring the animals to the ark, the Torah says “…and you, take for yourself every food that can be eaten” (Bereishis 6:21).  Why does the Torah emphasize “and you”?  As the animals came by themselves miraculously, Hashem emphasized to Noach that he must bring the food by himself… (Chidushei Maran HaRiz HaLevi ‘al HaTorah, Noach).





דף קטז\א   כשניתנה תורה לישראל היה קולו הולך מסוף העולם ועד סופו


How a Bas Kol Can Be Heard


Rabbi Elazar HaModa’i said, “when the Torah was given to Israel, His voice was heard from one end of the world to the other.”  It is told in the name of the Baal Shem Tov zt”l: He who attains such, by sanctifying and purifying himself, can hear the giving of the Torah at Sinai even in our era! (Keser Torah, Mishpatim).


דף קיז\ב   איש הישר בעיניו יעשה


The Deterioration of the Generations


Rabbi Zalman Sorotzkin would say with a sigh: See the difference between previous and later generations.  In those generations, when they said “each person does as he deems fit”, they meant offering sacrifices to Hashem wherever desired.  But in our generations, when we say, “each person does as he deems fit”, people mean thievery, murder and idolatry, may Hashem have mercy (Oznayim LaTorah).
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