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“And it was told to the king of Egypt that the nation had fled. And the hearts of Pharaoh and his servants changed against the nation, and they said, ‘What is this that we have done, that we have freed Israel from serving us…And he chased after the children of Israel” (Exodus 14:5-8).

Escorts were sent with the departing Jews. After the allotted three days passed and the Jews were still not returning, the escorts went to inform Pharaoh. On the fifth and sixth days the Egyptians chased the Jews, approaching them at the Sea. On the seventh, the Jews crossed the Sea, with the Egyptians behind them. The Sea fell back on the Egyptians, drowning them, and the Jews sang the Song at the Sea. This was the seventh day of Passover – Rashi.


Six days after the shackles of slavery were removed from the nation of Israel, they once again experienced the fear of their former taskmasters. With the raging waters of the Reed Sea ahead, the Egyptian forces closed in from behind. The Sages of the Midrash elaborate further, writing that wild animals too surrounded them on either side (1). 

Only due to direct Providential intervention on the seventh day of the Exodus, the magnitude of which had never witnessed before, were the Jews able to escape unscathed. It is this event that is commemorated by the Torah with a Yom Tov-holiday on the final day(s) of Passover.

Through the execution of the Ten Plagues in Egypt, G-d, in an unprecedented course of action, altered the ways of nature to rescue the Jewish people from the Egyptian servitude. After exerting so much “effort” on behalf of His chosen nation, why did G-d put them right back into such a perilous situation?

The Midrash explains that shortly after leaving Egypt the Jews became complacent and slacked off from the fervent prayers to G-d they had henceforth been accustomed to. Therefore, G-d returned them to a dangerous predicament, spurring them on to pray intensely once again, in order that they realize they were safe only as long as G-d willed it so.

From this Midrash we learn a highly effective therapy in preventive medicine. The reason the Jews were subjugated to that harrowing experience at the sea was because they had been remiss in continually recognizing G-d’s presence and assistance. The obvious inference is that conscientious awareness of Providence prevents unnecessary evils.

And preventing unnecessary evils is G-d’s prime concern and crowning glory. At the end of the first blessing (2) of the daily Shemoneh Esrei prayer we proclaim G-d to be the “King Who assists, delivers and shields.” 

‘Assistance’ and ‘deliverance’ have their limitations. With mere assistance, we might be left with the impression that we too had what to do with our salvation. When He delivers us from danger as well, although we understand our incompetence, we had nevertheless suffered through a traumatic experience. ‘Shielding’ us from peril altogether, though, is the ultimate kindness that G-d can do for us.

Accordingly, the closing remark of that first blessing, encapsulating its essence, reflects this exceptional attribute. The blessing concludes, “Blessed are You, G-d, Shield of Avraham.” 

The special “Hallel” prayer (3), consisting of Psalms 113-118 and recited throughout the Passover holiday, is likewise indicative of this all-important characteristic.    

The Psalmist writes in Chap. 117, “Praise G-d, all nations; praise Him, all the states! For His kindness has intensified on our behalf!” 

Why are the other nations of the world called upon to praise G-d because of the kindness that He has done for us, while we ourselves are not asked to follow suit?

The answer is because the Psalmist is referring to the countless times our enemies proposed terrorist activities against us, yet were unsuccessful in accomplishing them. With their evil designs remaining unbeknown to us, only they can praise G-d for His interference on our behalf in those situations, saving them as well from the consequences of such dreadful actions.

One need not even go far back into history to chronicle such occurrences; the current situation in Israel is prime example of this. For all the bombs the Arabs successfully detonate, bringing death and injury in their wake, many fail, most likely only a minority of which we are privileged to hear about.   

True, if our awareness of G-d’s shielding powers slips from our attention, He will find it necessary to occasionally remind us. He will be forced to bring about a threatening situation to befall us, whereby we are forced to call out to Him.

But it is in our hands to prevent such harsh course of action. We can learn from our ancestor’s experience at the sea that prevention is through continual cognizance of G-d’s presence and fatherly concern for us, His children.   
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