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Religion: Not for the Jews!

“And Moshe saw all the work, and behold, they had done it as G-d had commanded, so had they done; and Moshe blessed them” (Ex. 39:43).

I

n concluding the discussion from last week’s parsha, this week’s parsha tells us that all of the items pertaining to the Tabernacle and Priestly Garments, which were discussed in Parshas’ Terumah and Tezaveh, were finally constructed and assembled. 

The Torah further states that every detail was executed according to His wishes. However, this fact is not just mentioned once at the end; it is repeated eighteen times. Why does the Torah find it necessary to stress this point so much, repeating it so many times?


Rabbi Samson R. Hirsch (1) wrote, “The highest moral perfection that can be attained is to become a servant of G-d.” A servant dares not deviate from the will of his master, nor maintain personal motives in the fulfillment of that will. So, too, placing our “personalities in complete subordination to G-d’s will forms the most essential sign that characterizes a human being as a servant of G-d.” 


For this reason, wrote Rabbi Hirsch (2), the term religion, as it is commonly understood, is a misrepresentation of the Torah. 

“By religion, we understand the conception that society has formed, and is still forming, of G-d and its relationship to Him. Religions are the fruit of the mind and spirit of people and, therefore, there exists a history of the development of those religions, just as there exists a history of the development of languages, arts and sciences. True, the more rational and the more refined the society, the more rational and elevated is its conception of G-d and their relationship to Him. Nonetheless, such a system of values is limited to the cultural level of the nation out of whose midst it arose.” 


“The Torah, however, is not the work of humans. It is the message of the Creator to His creations. As opposed to being thoughts of mankind on G-d and things G-dly, the Torah contains the thoughts of G-d on mankind and things mortal. From the very beginning, the Torah was so high above the cultural level of the people to which it was given that during the 3,300 years since there was never quite a time when the Torah was completely translated into practice. The Torah is rather the highest aim, the ultimate goal, toward which the Jewish nation is to be guided through its wanderings amongst the nations of the world.” 


“In a ‘religion,’ the symbolic acts and laws, which express the thoughts of the originators of those laws, are subject to change.” Each society may have its own way of expressing those feelings, and will do as deemed appropriate for the generation.

The commandments of the Torah are the products of the Wisdom of the One Above and, as such, are Divinely ordained to have the capability of bringing us to the goal of closeness with Him. 

G-d, Himself, does not benefit from our allegiance to Him. However, by subjugating our will to His, we attach ourselves to a way of life that the All-Knowledgeable has prescribed to be the system through which we can properly refine ourselves to be the recipients of His Blessings (3).


Therefore, when praising the nation for a job well done upon the completion of the Tabernacle, the Torah stresses time and again how everything was constructed in accordance with His Word. “Each and every worker had accepted as the highest aim the precise execution, not of his or her own ideas, but of the ideas and thoughts of the Architect (1).” 


And such obedience is actually joyous freedom. In the preparation of the Passover matzo, the Jewish symbol of liberation, we do not allow the dough to rise, but bake it immediately upon kneading it. How is this symbolic of our freedom? Shouldn’t we rather eat specifically leavened bread on Passover, which is let free to rise and rise (4)?

Rather, the Torah guidelines and perimeters are really the true barometers of freedom. They free us from the impulses and fads of society, so as to be able to keep focused on our purpose in life. Additionally, the mitzvahs of the Torah give us a sense of security and confidence, knowing that they lead us to the fulfillment of that goal. 


May we be meritorious to receive the blessing that Moshe blessed the Jews upon seeing the completion of the Tabernacle, “May it be the will of G-d that His Presence dwell in the works of your hands, and may the pleasantness of the L-rd, our G-d, be upon us (5).” 

-----------------------------

(1) 19th Century scholar. The Pentateuch, his monumental commentary to the Torah. (2) The Jewish Year-Sivan I, Feldheim Pub. (3) See Sefer HaChinuch 95. (4) Rabbi Myer J. Schwab, founder of the Denver Community Kollel. (5) See Ex. 39:43 and Rashi.
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