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Reach for the Stars! 

“All those whose hearts inspired them came” (Exodus 35:21).

This is referring to the talented people that executed (the construction of the Tabernacle and the tailoring of the Priestly Garments) – Nachmanides.

T

he Jews in Ancient Egypt were forced to build storage houses made from mortar and bricks. Dating back several generations, the Israelites had performed this crude, back-breaking labor; hardly the type of apprenticeship essential for precise, technical jobs. 

Yet, the construction of the Tabernacle and the tailoring of the Priestly Garments required the specialized skills of many different professions: smiths to work with the metals, carpenters to fashion the wood, jewelers to shape the gems and tailors to weave the tapestries and sew the garments. Where did Moshe find amongst the children of Israel people with these expert talents?

The answer is that although there certainly weren’t any experienced craftsmen, there were many people inspired to do G-d’s bidding. These motivated individuals found that they instinctively had the necessary skills for a particular assignment and would “raise his heart in the ways of G-d” (1). He or she would look Heavenward for support and volunteer for the job, undeterred by any sense of inadequacy.

Although the task ahead appeared overwhelming, they set their goals high and proceeded with full confidence in G-d’s assistance. In the end, they succeeded to “do precisely as G-d had commanded” (2). 

Rabbi Yaakov Kaminetsky, a Torah giant of the previous generation (3), once visited a Jewish kindergarten. Upon entering the classroom, he noticed that the mezuzah was placed very low on the doorpost.

“Why is the mezuzah so low?” he questioned the principal, citing the Code of Jewish Law, Y.D. 289:2, where it states that the mezuzah is properly placed at the beginning of the top third of the doorway.

“Well,” the principal answered, “we want the mezuzah to be accessible to the children for them to kiss, and for that it must be placed lower down.”

Rav Yaakov quickly responded, “Oh, no! You mustn’t lower the standards of the Torah to their level. You should rather place the mezuzah higher, where it belongs, in order that they find it necessary to reach up to the Torah!”

We too can accomplish untold achievements, if we but “raise our hearts in the ways of G-d”! 

----------------------

(1) Based on Divrei Hayomim II 17:6. (2) Ex. 39:32. (3) Rabbi Kaminetsky served as dean of Yeshiva Torah V’daath, NY. He passed away in 1986.

********************

Smooth Ride Ahead
“One might have thought (that the mitzvah to discuss the Exodus) begins from the first of the (Jewish) month (of Nissan); says the Torah, ‘On that day (the 15th, which is Passover)’” (Haggadah).

T

his week concludes the four-week series of special “Maftir-Haftorah” readings. This week’s special “Maftir” reading (Ex.12:1-20) is the prophecy that Moshe received from G-d on the first of the month of Nissan. It discusses the many mitzvahs of the Passover holiday and its reading this week signals to us that time is running short.  


The Passover holiday starts on the 15th day of Nissan, the anniversary of the Jews’ exodus from Egypt. Why, then, does the Haggadah say that we might have thought to commence the Exodus discussion on the first of Nissan? True, the prophecy concerning the laws of Passover was received on that day, but the actual holiday is first fifteen days later?


The answer can be found in the Midrashic work, Mechilta (1) to Ex. 12:28. The verse there states, “And the children of Israel went and did as G-d had commanded Moshe and Aaron (concerning the Passover laws).” Asks the Mechilta, how can the Torah write that the Jews “went and did as G-d had commanded,” fifteen days prior to the scheduled observance? 


The reason is because when we resolve to perform a mitzvah, G-d considers it as though we have already fulfilled that mitzvah. 

The strength of the Jews’ determination to fulfill G-d’s command concerning the Passover laws was sufficient to proclaim that they had “(gone and done) as G-d had commanded.” 
The same can be said regarding the above-mentioned statement from the Haggadah. Of course, the actual holiday only starts on the 15th of Nissan. However, just as it was considered as though the Jews in Egypt had performed all the mitzvahs of Passover on the first of Nissan, perhaps we should commence our discussion of the Exodus from that time as well.

 Therefore, the Torah writes explicitly that although the Jews’ power of resolve was certainly very great, nevertheless, the mitzvah of our actual discussion is only “on that day,” the fifteenth.

With the same line of reasoning, a peculiar Mishnah in Pirkei Avos (2) can be explained. The Mishnah there says, “All whose mitzvah performances outnumber their knowledge (of mitzvahs), their knowledge will persevere.” How can we perform more mitzvahs than we are aware of (3)?

Naturally, we can’t. But we can make a commitment to accept any mitzvah that we will learn about, which will then be considered as though performed. 

Such determination and dedication will be the vehicles to preserve our present Torah knowledge, and the catalyst to build upon it as well.

“All beginnings are difficult,” says the Mechilta (4). But it’s only that: the beginnings. Whether it’s Torah observance in general, or a specific mitzvah in particular, all it takes is the initial resolution. After that, we are assured of a smooth ride.

----------------------

(1) Written by Rav, 3rd Century Talmudist. (2) 3:9. (3) Rabbeinu Yonah, 13th Century scholar. (4) 19:5.
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