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For G-d, with Love

“When a person from among you will bring an offering to G-d…” (Leviticus 1:2).



This chapter discusses voluntary sacrifices - Rashi.

T

his week’s parsha details many of the different categories of sacrifices possible to have been brought in the Tabernacle and the Temples. Although some were obligatory, for instance those atoning for certain violations, several offerings were voluntary.


What is the rationale for these voluntary sacrifices? If the concept of offering sacrifices to G-d is important, then they should be obligatory, and if it isn’t so significant, then why were they given altogether?


The same can be asked concerning various other mitzvahs found in the Torah, which are either voluntary, or at least unregulated. For example, the Torah does not obligate one to affix tzitzis-tassels to his garment unless it has four corners. Furthermore, according to Torah law one does not have to specifically wear such a garment in order to obligate himself. Certain charities, too, fall into this category because they have no limit as to how much should be given (1). What is the motive behind such mitzvahs?


In response to this question, it is necessary first to discuss a different puzzling issue (2). We find in the Torah a mitzvah to love G-d, as it states, “You should love the L-rd, your G-d” (3). However, unlike the many mitzvahs that entail some kind of physical performance, love is an emotion; either you have it, or you don’t. How can we be expected to possess this emotional sensation?


Actually, it is possible to develop affection for anything. The true source of bonding with others is not, as some would suggest, rooted in a sense of gratitude for favors received. Rather, love is the result of giving of oneself to others (4).


Through the devotion of time, energy and/or money towards the welfare of an individual (or organization, and even animals, for that matter), a relationship is created in which there is care and concern for the other. Over time, such an openhanded relationship can blossom into deep-seated love. In fact, the root of the Hebrew word for love, ahava, is hav, lit., give.


The reason for the development of this psychological attachment is the vested interest we then have in our friend’s success and well-being. The nature of Man is such that he takes pleasure in seeing the successful continuity of his actions and interests.


Giving to others can even influence a change of attitude toward someone we feel has wrongly slighted, or otherwise harmed us. Upon sharing something with an adversary, the new investment causes any hard feelings to melt away.

Accordingly, some suggest that on Purim the mitzvah of Mishloach Manos, i.e., giving gifts of food, be fulfilled by sharing with an adversary, to best accomplish the objective of promoting goodwill. As it is written, “To make them days of feasting and rejoicing and of sending gifts, each man to his friend (5).” 


And when this behavior is reciprocated, it feeds ever-more opportunities to strengthen the relationship.


Rabbi Eliyahu E. Dessler, of blessed memory, the famed spiritual guidance counselor of the Gateshead and Ponevizh yeshivas, would advise newlywed couples the following: “Be careful to constantly satisfy your spouse’s needs, just as you are so eager to do now. Because you should know, when one will start to seek out what he or she can gain from the other, good fortune will become distanced from you (6).” Taking breeds apathy for the other’s condition; giving inspires empathy for it. 


Many of the mitzvahs in the Torah are obligatory and are therefore compulsory even if we don’t understand their significance – they are, after all, the word of G-d.


Nonetheless, even the fulfilling experience of adhering to the will of the Creator, if not properly stimulated, can fall prey to the rigor mortis of rote, at which point one’s service of G-d can become cold and unemotional.


Enter the voluntary mitzvahs. When a person goes beyond the call of duty, he feels a unique sense of self-sacrifice that endears G-d to him, affecting his entire outlook on mitzvah performance. The more one does to please his or her Creator, the more rooted this affection becomes, until he or she has reached a high level of love of G-d.


Indeed, the source for performing the ultimate sacrifice, accepting martyrdom over submission to idol worship, is, “You should love the L-rd, your G-d” (7). For this reason, the Patriarch, Avraham, who allowed himself to be thrown into a fiery furnace to avoid paganism, is called, “Avraham, My beloved” (8). 


This stimulant for achieving love of G-d is the goal of the voluntary mitzvahs, amongst which are the voluntary sacrifices found in this week’s parsha.

-------------------------

(1) For example, the mitzvah of setting off a corner of the field for the poor. See Mishnah Pe’ah 1:1. (2) Rabbi Yaakov Kanievsky (d. 1986), in his Birkas Peretz. (3) Deut. 6:5. (4) Rabbi Eliyahu E. Dessler in Michtav Me’Eliyahu, vol. 1, pg. 36. Rabbi Dessler passed away in 1954. (5) Esther 9:22. See Da’as Chochma U’mussar, vol. 4, p.73. (6) Michtav Me’Eliyahu, vol. 1, pg. 39. (7) Deut. 6:5. (8) Yeshaya 41:8. See Nachmanides to Exodus 20:6.

Written by: Rabbi Shlomo Rosenberg

To receive this publication at your email address, email to: subscribe@denverkollel.org

For more information about the Kollel, please call 303-820-2855
