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The most basic of questions that must be clarified regarding Zionism or religious nationalism is: Why did G-d create Am Yisrael as a nation and not just a religion? Why, in addition to the mitzvot between individual Jews, and between man and G-d, does the Torah call for a framework of a national land,
 language,
 army,
 political system, and even coin?
 Why does Hashem tell Avraham in his very first sentence of prophecy, that he must leave his homeland and family in order to go to Israel where He will make him into a “great nation”?
 

By comparison, the other monotheistic religions seem to manage fine without the aspect of nationalism. If a gentile doesn’t believe in Yeshu or Mohammed, he simply isn’t Christian or Muslim. Why is a Jew always Jewish even if he’s not religious? Even if he is a baptized apostate, a Jew is always a Jew because he belongs to the Jewish nation! 

To sharpen the question, if our goal is to be a “Light for the Nations” of the world,
 it seems more logical to live and mix with them in order to influence, and not to live in a separate land, speaking a separate language, with political and national needs that often bring to international conflict, rather than peace, cooperation and influence. Consequently, the Moslems and Christians spread their word very effectively by being dispersed throughout the world, rising above any borders, languages or nationalism which limit and exclude the “enlightening” of many potential candidates. 

Even if it is true that we are not interested in converting the gentiles to Judaism,
 we definitely want to influence them to observe the seven Noachide Laws, to be moral, and eventually to believe in the One and Only G-d of Israel.
   

Simply put, it even seems to be counterproductive to have this limiting nationalist and separatist aspect built-in to the Torah framework.
True, there are technical problems with the "unnationalist" approach. For example: 

1. If we are dispersed and living as a minority amongst the gentiles, instead of us influencing them, we see that they influence us and we assimilate. 

2. There is also some truth to the claim that a concentrated light shines much more brightly than millions of sparks here and there. 

3. One can also claim that technically, when living among Jews in a Jewish country, our obligation of all mitzvot bein adam l’chavero apply on a non-stop basis, towards each and every driver on the highway, telephone operator, bank teller, and person in front or in back of me on line in the supermarket. 

4. One can also suggest that technically, if Judaism were just a religion, in a generation which opts, through its free will, not to believe in G-d or religion, we would chalila, have eternally lost the vast majority of our brethren! Today, Zionism or nationalism serves as an anchor to keep most of the assimilating world Jewry at least minimally connected to Judaism.

Nevertheless, there must be some more G-dly ideal or deeper logic to Jewish nationalism and Zionism which play such a central role in the complete Judaism, the framework which was and will be forever, as seen in the Tanach and in the modern day national rejuvenation. Why are most of the mitzvot dependant upon living in the Land and State of Israel?
 It must be more than just a technical means which “brought” Hashem to reveal Himself to the world through a Chosen Nation, rather than a “chosen religion”. For if He wanted, G-d could have created the entire “ground rules” of the world differently, in a way that answers all of the aforementioned technical necessities. As always, Hashem does not choose between existing options, but He creates exactly what He wants. If He did so, apparently He davka wanted this Jewish Nation. The question is just “Why”? 
1. The Universal Cultural Influence of Popular Superpowers

In order to deal with Jewish nationalism we must first remember the rule, "סוף מעשה במחשבה תחילה", recall the ideal which motivated the deed. What is the role of Am Yisrael in the world, for which we were created? In His very first appearance to Avraham, Hashem tells him to leave his land, his home, his family, and go to Eretz Yisrael, where Hashem will “make you into a great nation, and bless you… and through you will come blessing to all of the nations of the world.” What type of blessing does G-d wish to bring to all of mankind through the Chosen Nation of Israel?

Rav Kook explains very beautifully:

“With the first blooming of this Nation, the Nation that knew to call out to the clear and pure G-dly ideal, even while the world was strongly ruled by paganism, in all of her impure wildness, the (G-dly) desire was revealed to establish a great community which “will observe the way of Hashem, dong kindness and justice”.
 This desire, stemming from the clear and strong realization, from the lofty general moral demand, to free mankind from the yoke of the terrible spiritual and physical troubles, and bring her a life of freedom, full of glory and paradise, in light of the G-dly ideal, thus, bringing success to all mankind. In order to fulfill this desire, this community davka needs to have a social and political state, a sovereign national throne, at the height of human culture, “a genius and wise nation, a great country”,
 run by the law of the objective G-dly ideal, which livens the Nation and the Land of Israel, with her living light.”

As we explained in the chapter HaDor,
 the world of yore, the world ruled by paganism, the rule of the jungle, was a terrible place to live. Before Avraham brought monotheism and morality to the world, the rule of “survival of the fittest” served the needs of the powerful few, while the rest of the world was exploited, suffering and serving the mighty. Not only was society chauvinistic, imperialistic, rascist and violent, but the class or caste system didn’t leave hope for anyone to better their lot. Property and freedom weren’t even a dream in a society without police protection or an objective judicial system, and consequently, most people, not only slaves or the conquered, were suffering morally, spiritually and physically.  

In order to alleviate the evil, G-d revealed His plan for acculturating and bringing morality to the world, according to the G-dly ideal. Knowing the future, as usual, here too, G-d’s revelation of the Chosen Nation, was not in reaction to the evil, but rather part of the original "masterplan". The creation of one tribe who seems externally to be like all the others, and is therefore able to “infiltrate” and show them, slowly but surely, over the generations, how to run their respective countries according to the G-dly ideals of justice and morality.

We can often understand the macrocosm by first examining the microcosm. On an individual level, we are familiar with the marketing technique of having super-star athletes, actors, models, and musicians endorse commercial products. If profit hungry companies pay billions of dollars annually to these cultural heroes, it obviously succeeds. The question is why does it work? I can understand a model endorsing make-up or an athlete recommending sports-shoes, but why should I listen to Joe Dimaggio, a 70-year-old who, four decades ago, was a baseball star, when he suggests which bank I should invest my money (especially if his business acumen is so poor that he needs to lower himself from the pedestal of idols to such a pitiful unbecoming level!)? I find it difficult to comprehend why the musical genius of my favorite band-leader stems from his breakfast cereal, or that we should stay off drugs just because the all-stars say so!

The answer is clearly connected with our desire to emulate our idols, to copy them even in their most remote habits, in order to be associated with their greatness. Similarly on the macrocosmic or international level, America sets the standards and priorities of the world, not through coersion or force but simply because they are the super-power of the world. The movies, fashions, and music, not to mention the language, which stem from Hollywood, set the pace, tempo and values of the world.

If the role of Am Yisrael is exactly that, to influence the prioritites of the world, the easiest and cleanest way of doing so is for the State of Israel to return to the status of super-power just as our prophets promise, like we were in the times of David and Shlomo. As Shlomo, the wisest of all men, advised, “And I say that wisdom is greater than strength, but the wisdom of the weak is scorned and nobody listens to him”.
 

Many have a tendency to pay lip-service to the essential belief and dream of the messianic era, when Israel will return to being the super-power and influence on the world, but deep-down, have difficulty really see it technically happening. 

It’s true that the interdependency of the world economy and security, the ending of the Cold War and subsequent fall of the former Soviet Union, and the uniting of the nations of Europe, have surely contributed to the hastening of the vision of world-wide cooperation and peace.  The globalization of the world through internet and e-mail, cell-phones and mass transportantion has overnight turned the world into one village and one culture, speaking one language and having one set of priorities.
 This messianic scene bringing world cooperation and even love and intermarriage
 from opposite sides of the world, and was totally unpredictable even 100 years ago, yet has come true!

Indeed, this quick and unexpected universalism, unquestionably sets the stage for the realization of y’mot haMashiach in the most practical of terms.  Nevertheless, the major switch, of turning that one culture, that one language, into the holy Hebrew culture, still seems far-removed from reality. 

True, not coincedentally, almost parallel to the aforementioned world-wide events, came Zionism, the “revival of the dead” of Jewish nationalism.
 But how can the relatively nascent, small and hated Jewish State replace America as the super-power and popular super-influence of the world as prophecized in the Tanach?

As we’ve already seen, Rav Kook already suggests the answer: “In order to fulfill this desire (of bringing the G-dly ways of morality, justice etc. to the world, A.C.),  this community davka needs to have a social and political state, a soverign national throne, at the height of human culture, “a genius and wise nation, a great country”.
 

Statistically, within 25 years, for the first time in 2,800 years, most of the Jews of the world will be living in Israel.
 In other words, we should start thinking about what the ingathering of the exiles really means in the most practical and realistic terms.

 What is the ingathering of the exiles? Can you imagine bringing all of the Jewish doctors, physicists, scientists and Nobel Prize winners in the world, into one small country!
 All of the Jewish politicians, lawyers, businessmen uniting together in one place. Indeed if 3 out of the 5 greatest minds of the 20th century (Einstein, Freud, Salk) were Jewish,
 it figures that 60% of the leading thinkers of the world will be in the Holy Land. All of the Simons and Garfunkels, Bob Dylans, Barbara Streisands, Barry Manilows, Irving Berlins, George Gershwins, (or their grandchildren) into one state. If swimmer Mark Spitz holds the record for winning 7 gold medals in one Olympics, imagine when his grandson will be winning them in the name of the Jewish State! 

Although it might be uncomfortable to mention at interfaith meetings, upon examination, one cannot help but notice that an outstanding percentage of those formulating today’s international world culture from Hollywood, are Jewish! From 20th Century Fox to Metro Goldwyn-Meyer, Warner Brothers to Paramount (the Zuckor family), not to mention Steven Spielberg, the Jewish names speak for themselves. The world of fashion wouldn’t be the same without Ralph Lauren, Calvin Klein, Sasoon, Levi Strausse, Mizrachi, et al. 

In short, the State of Israel, soon to become the undisputed center of the Jewish world, will logically become the cultural and intellectual center of mankind. As such, it is not difficult to fathom how a small but talented nation "at the height of human culture, 'a genius and wise nation, a great country',"
 can, and will, influence the agenda and the priorities of the world, as we are informed by the prophets. 
The masses do not go to museums nor do they watch documentaries. They accept their values unquestioningly from popular movies, music, and the influencing universal global culture. Just as, today, the world blindly follows the American culture, in the same way, in the future, the prophets inform us, their attention will be transferred to Israel. Indeed, even today, Israel already holds a disproportionate amount of news space and world attention. The CNN crews are already here. 
When that one global culture will base its priorities upon idealistic values, the world will sing about honesty and true love rather than about lust; will watch movies valuing justice and faithfulness rather than violence and adultery; will wear fashions based on modesty instead of showiness, arrogance, and frivolity. All this will be achieved with the aid of that same Jewish talent and creativity with which we are all familiar. The Jews already disproportionately shape and influence the global culture. Just the content must change, that they should do so according to the values of Yerushalayim instead of those of Hollywood. 
"And it will be, in the end of days, the mountain of Hashem (Y'rushalayim) will be established on top of all others, and will be exalted… and all the nations will flow to her… and say, 'Come, let's go up to Y'rushalayim, to the house of the G-d of Ya'akov, and He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk in His paths', for from Tzion will come Torah, and the word of Hashem from Y'rushalayim."

Q. How are you so sure that all of these Jews, or their replacements, will become ba’alei tshuva and utilize their talents to give over idealistic priorities?

A. We believe, based on experience, that it’s just a matter of time before the truth is revealed and accepted. Just as the individual learns and constantly improves through trial and error, so too, mankind slowly but surely, is improving. Although there are ups and downs along the way (as the natural heartbeat inevitably will show), the general direction of the world is improving, abandoning the imperialism, racism, chauvinism, slavery and idolatry which used to run the world.
 

Q. The Jewish people are a historically hated nation. How can that ever change?

A. Rav Kook explains that people like those who give them gifts once they understand the benefits. Just as a child often hates going to his dentist, despite the fact that everything done there is for the child's own good. Only when he matures will he eventually thank his dentist for all he has done. Similarly, as the "conscious" of mankind, we often make them feel guilty. Nevertheless, as the world is gradually maturing, they will eventually thank us for the morality and monotheistic truths and values, the greatest treasures of modern society, which we, the Jewish people, brought to mankind.

Q. Almost all of those Jewish Nobel prize winners and cultural creative giants were davka not religious. This cannot be a coincidence. These are Jews who are assimilating, whose grandchildren won’t even be Jewish. Those who remain Jewish will be the religious, whose contribution to world culture is minimal, and accordingly, that nice scenario of not only Jews but Jewish influence, will never take place. The world is not interested in g'mara, talit and tfilin which is the forte of the religious, and surely couldn’t care less and will not be influenced by the intricate monetary laws of Bava Kama!

A. There is obviously no difference, for better or worse, between the IQ or DNA, of religious Jews as opposed to our not-yet-dati brothers. The discrepency is simply a result of the different priorities as to which fields we direct our creativity and efforts. 

Indeed, as long as we were in exile, and Judaism was intended to be temporarily limited to developing the “4 amot of halacha,”
 all of that Jewish genius was justifiably focused on Torah, in its most limited sense. In previous generations any Jewish child who showed signs of intelligence, even if he was from the poorest of homes, was directed to the Beit Midrash, and the Jewish community (usually in the form of a proud, wealthy father-in-law) tended to all of his needs, enabling the nation as a whole, to eventually benefit from his Torah acumen.

Similar to what we saw in Rav Kook’s article "HaDor", the emancipation and subsequent rebellion against religion, brought the Jew out into the world, and spread his genius and creativity towards the broader world culture, at the temporary expense of the Beit Midrash. The Jew was, B”H, so attached to his Torah, that in order to widen the scope of topics for potential and eventual Jewish influence in the world, it was necessary to have that temporary exit (although obviously, a certain percentage of geniuses do remain) from the Beit Midrash. A temporary "drop for the sake of the next climb,”
 just as one pushes a spring down to enable its jump. 

No less important, this entrance into the secular fields of knowledge and life were also necessary, in order to activate the Jewish national revival. Anyone who contemplates the topic will arrive at the same conclusion that in the modern world, it is unthinkable to build a state without doctors, engineers, soldiers, reporters, hi-tech, scientists, and the like. Anyone who believes realistically in the messianic era of a Jewish State, will agree that although learning Torah is of utmost importance, the Jewish genius must be shared with other fields, as well. That’s one of the reasons why, in the words of Rav Kook, Zionism, at least in its first stage, had to be led by the non-religious, pragmatic and secularly-trained.
 At the time, there simply were no religious candidates who could fill those roles!

Nevertheless, with the upsurge in Rav Kook’s Torat Eretz Yisrael,
 a new generation of dati'im, numbering hundreds of thousands, is being educated in the well-rounded way of our fathers, being healthy and proud in body and soul, as the Rambam depicts the ideal Jew, “a ladder firmly based on the ground with its head in (the ideals of) heaven”.
 “The galut could not produce that wholesome type (of personality),”
 who is capable of revealing the G-dly ideals in every facet of the individual and nation. 

“Here in Israel, the true type of Jew must be developed through successfully educating our children,… with love of our Nation and Land, we must develop a strong educational system… based upon the natural Israeli, …a wholesome Jew, good to himself, and good to his nation, faithful to his Land with true belief. In summary, good to G-d and man, alike.”
 

As long as we were disconnected from the secular world and culture, we may have assimilated less, but we didn’t stand a chance of using the tools of modernity and culture to influence the world. In addition to a strong and deep Torah education, most religious youth today benefit from a basically identicle secular and academic schooling as their gentile peers. 
In summary, it’s hopefully just a matter of a generation or two, before the next Einsteins, Spielbergs, Paul Simons or Ralph Laurens will be inventing or creating according to the G-dly ideals and influencing the world from Y’rushalayim instead of Hollywood. Again, in the words of Rav Kook, to influence world culture, we " need to have a social and political state, a soverign national throne, at the height of human culture," or in the words of the Torah, “a genius and wise nation, a great country”. 
At that time, there will be a true cultural influence of Israel upon the entire world. For the influence of an important nation is not just regarding some incidental detail, rather (she influences) from all of her essence”.

Only superpowers can influence, and they do so not out of coercion, but with ease.
2. Entire Nations Living by the G-dly Ideals

In the continuation of the paragraph we saw above, Rav Kook mentions yet another facet of our national role and goal, of bringing G-dly morality and ideals to the nations, which necessitates having a national state.
"So that all should know, that not only individual outstanding geniuses, pious monks, holy beings, live in the light of the G-dly ideal, but even entire nations, with all their modernity and sophistication, with their cultural and political systems, entire nations including all of the different classes  of society: from the height of the artistic intelligentsia, the ascetics, the educated and the holy, but also including the wider social, political, and economical masses, the proletariat in the broadest sense of the term, even the lowliest and most materialistic.”

 One of the problems of secular morality,
 is that even if individual moralists are able to withstand the powerful temptations,
 this is the case only regarding a selected few. That is not enough for us. For there always were, and there always will be "individual outstanding geniuses, pious monks, holy beings, who live in the light of the G-dly ideal".

Yet our goal is "to fix the (entire) world according to the G-dly Kingdom."
 How is this possible? 
Despite the fact that the socio-economic level in Bnei Brak is among the lowest in Israel, that city has almost no crime. Statistically, a city of more than 130,000 people includes all types of people: upper class, lower class, more educated and less, more intelligent and less, white collar workers and blue collar, etc. Nevertheless, the reason there is almost no theft, drugs, murder, or rape there is clearly because of the religious atmosphere and education, which set the tone and standard for all citizens, without exception.
If a large city can exist with almost no crime, than an entire country can, as well, were it to be run upon the same values and education. And if an entire nation can, than that would serve as an example that all nations and all mankind can do the same. 
3. The National Framework of Altruism and Unity

Rav Y.M. Charlap, famed rabbi of Sha'arei Chessed and one of the chief disciples of Rav Kook, deals with the interesting historical question, why does the redemption begin with nationalism? Although we usually associate the mashiach with topics of spirituality and religious awakening,
 we are told by chazal, and we see in practice, that the renaissance of Zionism- to answer the physical and national needs of the Jews- precedes the spiritual revival. That Mashiach Ben-Yosef
 comes before Mashiach Ben-David. Why? 
"Indeed, when the time of the advent of mashiach begins to be revealed, the beginning of t'shuva is to return and reawaken the ideas of the nation (klal) which had disappeared from Israel and to slowly shake off the individualism (egoism). Thus, all of the mistakes will stop, all of the sins, both accidental and purposely, will cease to exist."

The issue of egoism and self-centeredness is one of the most basic problems tackled by the mussar movement. Man has a natural tendency to be fixated on his own needs, at the expense of other people and more lofty ideals. Although we are instructed: "If I am not for myself, than who will be for me?", almost all of us overstress this and forget about the continuation, "And if I am (only) for myself, what am I (worth)?"
 Today, this perennial problem is compounded even more by the "Me Generation", and the aftermath of feminism, which has weakened even the basic and natural allegiance and self-sacrifice for one's family. 
 In contrast, Rav Kook writes:
"One must constantly break out of his private frameworks, which consume his entirety, even revolving all of his thoughts around his own personal fortune, thus lowering him to the depths of pettiness, bringing upon himself endless physical and spiritual suffering. Contrarily, ones thoughts and desires, and the root of his ideas must revolve around the greater (ideas), the world at –large, mankind, the nation of Israel, the entire universe. Consequently, even his private interests will be more properly based."

Similarly, in describing Moshe, the most complete of all people of all-time,
 the attribute chosen is that of humility. "And Moshe, the man, was extremely humble, more than any other person on the face of the earth".
   

In addition, in his introduction to his Sefer haMitzvot, the S'mag (R. Moshe of Coucy, one of the ba'alei haTosafot) recounts two dreams he had. The first, in which he was asked to write a  book listing the mitzvot, despite the fact that the Rambam already did so, because he apparently omitted some important ones. In the second dream, as his work was coming to a finish, he was told from Heaven: "You (also) forgot to list the main (ideal): "… and you will become arrogant, and forget Hashem your G-d".

The Rambam himself, although he doesn't list humility as a mitzvah (possibly because it is so difficult, it cannot be obligatory), writes that it one of the few exceptions to the "golden rule" of usually taking the middle road. 

"The upright way is the median of every character trait, equidistant from both extremes… (but) there are a few topics which (this) is forbidden… rather one should go to the extreme, like arrogance…".

 Apparently, modesty is considered a very central precept. 
"All of the negative ideas, and all of their offshoots, all forms of idolatry, all stem from the corrupting source of arrogance".

At first glance, the importance of becoming altruistic and less self-centered is in that it serves as the basic premise to observing the massive network of mitzvot bein adam l'chavero, which comprise a significant portion of the mitzvot. 
On the other hand, we are taught: "'Love your neighbor as yourself'- this is (the) important encompassing rule of the Torah."
 Apparently, this selflessness is considered all-encompassing, not only regarding the mitzvot between men, but also those between man and Hashem? 
The simplest explanation is that one who is arrogant and self-centered will have difficulty accepting subordination and commandments from anyone- even G-d Almighty Himself. "Hashem says regarding the arrogant, there is not enough room in the world for he and I".
 Yet we will see that the idea of altruism goes much deeper, even to the very essence of creation.

Many deal with the question: can we understand why G-d created the world? Seemingly, any possible solution is automatically disqualified. For if you suggest, for example, that He created the world in order to give us Torah, that would infer that beforehand, He was lacking something. This is impossible for the perfect G-d was always perfect and never lacked anything.
The only possible answer to that question is as follows: If the minimal kindness is to return a favor that someone has already done for you, conversely, the epitome of kindness is chessed shel emet, to give altruistically, without receiving anything in return. The example usually cited is when one gives to the dead, for he will never even thank you, much less return the favor.
 R. Moshe Chaim Luzzato explains that this type of giving, without reciprocity, is the only possible answer to the question of creation, for by definition, altruism is giving without inferring that the Giver was lacking anything beforehand. He was and always will be perfect, yet altruism is such an ideal, that even He wishes to participate.

Now once Hashem wants to give, He obviously is going to give the ultimate gift, for He can give anything. What is the greatest thing in the world that He wants to give us? By definition, the answer is G-d Himself is the most perfect "good", but how can He give "a piece" of Himself to us? The answer is the soul which is, by definition, exactly that, "a spark of G-d ". "And He breathed into man the nishmat (breath/soul) of life". "Whoever blows into something, blows that (air) which he has inside himself".
 The n'shama Hashem gave us is the ultimate gift. 
The question is, what are we supposed to do with that spark of G-d, that soul which He gave us? The answer is found explicitly in the Torah, which refers to that soul by another name, "tzelem Elokim",
 literally, the "image", "shadow" or "photocopy" of G-d. Just as a shadow imitates and copies everything done by the "original", we realize our potential and the very purpose of creation by emulating Hashem. L'havdil, this concept of "imitateo dei", impersonating G-d, is something found in all religions, but how much more so is it fundamental to Judaism,
 after we are told that this is the very purpose of creation. "Imitate Him, just as He is "merciful and gracious",
  so you too, be merciful and gracious."

If in fact, the world was created for altruism, and consequently, G-d gave us the greatest good, i.e. Himself, through the soul which can copy Him, the final question is: What does G-d do all day, so that we can know how to be like Him? 
The answer closes the cycle from where we began: Hashem constantly gives altruistically, without receiving anything in return (the world, air, sun, life, love, etc.). Susequently, that is how we are meant to emulate him, to also strive to be altruistic! 

This is alluded to in the verse: "For I said: I will build a world of kindness".

Consequently, we now understand the importance of any framework which elevates us from our petty self-centeredness, to become more altruistic. Any student of Judaism knows the centrality of family life and shalom bayit, yet Rav Kook and Rav Charlap point out that we shouldn't stop there. The framework of nationalism broadens the scope of altruism from the small family unit, to the all-encompassing public domain. 
The child raised in Israel knows that the day will come when he will be obligated to give the best years of his life, and if necessary, even sacrificing life itself, in the army for the sake of the people of Israel. He is obligated to "volunteer" an entire month every year to do milu'im (reserve duty), and in many yishuvim, an additional two nights each month for shmira (guard duty). 
We all know that while driving on a highway in a foreign country, if we see a Jew stopped by the side in need of help, we obviously feel that camaraderie, willingly stopping to offer assistance. When living in the national framework of the Jewish State, as dictated by the Torah, every broken car, every homeless person or burnt house, demands our moral intervention. True, it's not easy to live one's life on a constant "high flame", nevertheless, it's beautiful, and undoubtedly makes us into better, more G-dly (altruistic) people.
Altruism is not just a commendable deed, but rather the norm necessitated by having a country.
 That essential national life was missing from Judaism for 2,000 years. Now we understand why, as we approach ge'ula, the process begins with the return to Zionism=nationalism=altruism=G-dliness.
Accordingly, Rav Kook answers the age-old question, why the world-to-come is seldom mentioned in the Tanach? On the contrary, when mentioning reward and punishment for our deeds, we are told of national, military, and economic success or failure, not heaven or hell. But now we understand, that we should not be preoccupied with our petty personal fortune or misfortune. Even our individual spirituality religiosity can be selfish, when contrasted with nationalism. On the other hand, the Torah directs us that what should pre-occupy our thoughts and actions are the altruistic national, military and even economic good of Israel.
 Thus, even the physical aspects of life can be idealistic and G-dly, which brings us to the following point…  
4. Expanding the G-dly Ideals Even to the Most Difficult Fields

It is common knowledge that one of the goals of Torah is to reveal Hashem and His ideals in every aspect of life. A Jew is directed to examine the food he eats, the clothing he wears, and the words he speaks in order to elevate even the most menial of topics in the life of the individual. Non-Jews find it hard to believe that not only do we bless before everything we eat, we also thank and bless Hashem for every fragrance, thunder, good or bad news, and even every trip to the lavatory.
Upon closer examination, we find that the Torah directs us to do the same regarding our national and communal life, as well. The many laws of M'lachim uMilchamoteihem as detailed in the Rambam, the intricate details of choshen mishpat, and most of the incidents in the books of Dvarim (preceding our entering Israel), Y'hoshua, Judges, Shmuel, and Kings show us that not only all individuals, but even our army, government and economy are supposed to be moral and G-dly. In the words of Rav Kook:
“The mature recognition, which is special to the Jewish people... is the developing of the G-dly ideals, to process them, perfect them and to exalt them, to strengthen them within the nation, the individual and the entire world.”
 
"The aspiration to save everything, abandoning nothing… saving the body as well as the soul, the external world just like the internal… to uplift the entire world… the world of the individual with all of its physical values,  as well as the social world and all of its systems, upholding all upon the basis of good. This is the aspiration of Israel, as expressed in the depths of Torah… in all of her national and spiritual battles, all of her hopes… for the throne of David and his kingdom, to prepare and support her with justice and law… not abandoning anything, even a drop, for the evil of men or the evil of the world (to ruin)… 'and Hashem will rise alone on that day',
 the heavens (spiritual) will be happy and the land (physical) will  rejoice, and (even) the nations (nationalism) will proclaim: "Hashem rules".

In other words, the G-dly ideals are meant to appear in the public, national and even international domain, no less, than in our individual lives. 

“the revealed unity (=the revelation of G-dliness) of the moral, physical and intellectual world with the physical, practical, technical and social world, is expressed in the world through the nation of Israel. And the special characteristic of the land of Israel is to prepare the revelation of this unity in the world, which gives a new face to all of the aspects of human culture”.

  “The morality of the nation of Israel is not just the morality of individuals, and not just familial or national, and even not just morality to all mankind- even though these are all included- but in essence, it is no less than G-dly...”

  In short, the State of Israel makes possible the revelation of the ways of Hashem and the G-dly ideals in all of the facets of life.

Although this national morality seems to be a logical imperative, anyone who thinks about the issue in practical terms, immediately realizes that if ethics are difficult on an individual level, they are much more complicated on a national level. Consequently, Rav Kook feels the need to stress it in particular:
"Indeed, it is especially difficult to observe the national, governmental Torah, much harder than observing the mitzvot of the individual. For we see that even the basic human morality, regarding issues that we have a natural conscious for justice… have yet to be accepted on a national, or even a political level."

For example, even in a society where theft and murder is morally repugnant, imperialism and war are often acceptable, because they are done in the name of the state. National responsibility often supersedes individual accountability, where the person can claim, "I was just following orders", or "Everyone else does it, too". Rav Kook is also probably alluding to the phenomenon of "mass psychology", where often the crowds act differently than they would as individuals, meeting on the lowest common denominator.

"With the intensification in the world of modern nationalism (about a century ago, A.C.), and its emergence into the system of modern philosophy, philosophy is now forced to deal with the question of absolute, objective morality, which in truth, has only been "borrowed" by Europe from Judaism, and as any foreign growth, has not yet been spiritually acculturated."

Although nationalism is relatively altruistic, compared with individualism,
 it is egocentric compared to universalism. In practice, world history has shown that the more patriotic a Frenchman is, the more he hates the Anglo-Saxons, and vice-versa. The American Nationalist Party (formerly the Knights of Freedom) is known for their racism, and the world has learned that German nationalism is identical with hate for all others. Rav Kook's apprehensiveness from the dangers of nationalism, were especially extraordinary in his time, where the philosophy of nationalism was on the rise. Nevertheless, he differentiates between Jewish, as opposed to all other forms, of nationalism.
On the other hand, regarding Israeli nationalism, if we won't imitate others, if we are to be our real selves, the (apparent) contradiction (between nationalism and universal humanism/morality) is not at all difficult to reconcile. For our entire naton(alism), yearns for the absolute objective good…  and to establish a State and conduct politics… for that absolute good is the G-dly objective good which encompasses and appears in all creations (including the gentiles), and we are constantly striving to go in it’s footsteps, both nationally and universally”.

In other words, the reconciliation between the egocentrism of nationalism, and the universalism of morality, must be based upon the objective (=universal) G-dly morality, as revealed in the Tanach, which knew that the way to educate the world to morality is through having one chosen super-moral nation, who will eternally (objectively) stand as an example for all to emulate. 

Our nationalism is unique in that, from the very outset, in the first appearance to Avraham, Hashem tells him to leave his land, and go to Eretz Yisrael, where "I will make you into a great nation, and bless you… and through you will come blessing to all of the nations of the world.” Nationalism which is based upon universalism.
Rav Kook foresaw, but didn't live to see, the demise of nationalism and the rise of global universalism. He did not see World War II, yet knew that the world would eventually realize the immorality that patriotism can cause. Accordingly, even Rav Kook, the nationalist,  saw in retrospect, that there is a positive aspect of our exile and long-lost of independence,
 "… for 2,000 years we had no materialistic issues, we were a nation floating in space, dreaming only of the Kingdom of G-d (not of a national kingdom). This unnatural status served us well, aiding us to internalize our natural desire for the universal good".
 “We left world politics...until the fortunate time will arrive when it will be possible to run a kingdom without wickedness and barbarism... and indeed the time has arrived...”
 

Although the world is far from ideal, the United Nations charter proves that it already realizes theoretically that nations and international politics could and should be run according to morals. True, they are far from achieving that philosophical declaration, but that's where we, Israel, come in. With the help of the G-dly wisdom in His eternal Torah directing us, we will be able to show how to maneuver a state between the aforementioned difficulties. 
"The thirst to be totally immersed in the spirit of Israel, must 
overcome (the inclination of self-centeredness). To think Israeli, feel Israeli, to live an Israeli life, to rejoice with the happiness of Israel, this is a deep and wide, lofty and holy goal… much different from the parallel feeling of patriotism of the other nations, which is accompanied with racism and evil, without any holy essential ideal. The thirst for Israel is a thirst for Hashem, for the light of Torah, honesty, wisdom, and all that is good and exalted."
 

In fact, other states serve the purpose of helping the individual and caring for his physical, economical, and security needs. They are not an ends but a means. The State of Israel is significantly different. 
“a state which is idealistic at it’s very foundations... this state is really the highest level on the ladder of happiness, and this state is our state, the state of Israel, the foundation of Hashem's throne in the world. Whose only desire is that Hashem will be one and His name (this means, the revelations of the ways of Hashem in the world
 through the State of Israel) will be one (united, so to speak, with Hashem)…" 

Rav Kook is not naïve, realizing that it may take a while to realize that ideal Jewish State to which he refers. He therefore continues,  

True, this lofty happiness demands lengthy explanation in order to shine during periods of darkness. Nevertheless, that does not prevent this state from being the greatest happiness.”
 
5. G-d Appears to the World through the Nation (=State) of Israel

Rav Kook points out that one of the other important role of Jewish nationalism is that G-d chose to reveal Himself to the world not through Jewish individuals but via the Jewish nation. Hashem appears in the world not only through the righteous deeds of the Jew, but even through the very existence of our nation. This can be divided into several different aspects:
a. Eternity 

b. Jewish History-  ,השגחה, אנטישמיות, שגשוג, Focus
c. Miracles

d. Prophecy

e. Fulfillment of Prophecies

f. The Way He Deals With the Jewish Nation

g. The G-dliness of our National Land and Language

All of these factors are seen today through the State of Israel

6. Israel as the Concentrate of World Cultures After Globalization

In addition, that with the positive globalization and unity, may come the negative danger of losing the richness amassed throughout the long history of the various unique cultures. Once again, Israel is the solution:

"It is worthy for mankind to unite into one family, and consequently, all of the wars and bad deeds which result from the division by nation and borders, will cease. But (even then), the world will still need a "refining concentrate", through which mankind will be perfected, to prosper from the array of the (former) various national cultures. This lack, will be filled by Knesset Yisrael,
 who is a cultural anthology, comprised of all of the talents and all lofty idealistic leanings… and consequently, the division of nations will no longer be a necessary.
  

The people of Israel, during our 2,000 year esile, have experienced and adopted the good from each of the many cultures through which we have passed. The philosophy of the Greeks, the brazenness of the Romans, the preciseness of German society, the warmth and emotion of the mid-Eastern cultures, the manners of the South Africans, the industriousness of the Americans, are all being united through the ingathering of the exiles into Israel.

7. A Light to the Nations

   Perhaps the most important facet of the State of Israel in the long term is it’s international role - “that the holy nation, the treasure (chosen) of all the nations, the lion of Yehuda has woken up from it’s long sleep, and is returning to it’s inheritance”.
 It is possible to write an entire article on this, and to expand upon the importance of our national independence to the fulfillment of our exalted role. Here we will try to summarize the main points:

1. We can only influence the other nations from an acknowledged power-base: “then will be the true cultural influence of the jewish people on the whole world, when the influence of an important nation is not just from small parts of it (the nation) but rather from all of it’s essence”.
 Just as, today, the whole world blindly follows the American culture, in the same way, להבדיל בין טומאה לטהרה, in the future they will learn from us.

2. The most successful influence is by the concentration of those who are influencing others in “a kingdom of priests” and not by “a nation scattered and spread out amongst the nations” when only a jewish spark appears here and there but does not give light as “a light to the nations”.

3. “A light to the nations” means instilling Hasher's way in every area. First of all, in the life of the masses (not just special individuals)

  "At the beginning of this nation…their desire to establish a great humanitarian community who "will follow the ways of Hashem to do charity and judgment"
 and to make the whole of mankind succeed through it, was revealed. In order to fulfill this desire it is necessary for this community to have a political and social state and a national sovereignty, at the height of human culture "a wise and understanding nations and a great nation"
 where the absolute G-dly ideal rules and revitalizes the nation and the land with the light of life. In order that it will be known that not only extremely wise, saintly holy individuals live according to the light of the G-dly ideals, but rather whole nations, complete, refined and advanced in all of the aspects of culture and politics, whole nations who include all of the different levels of mankind, from the highest levels of artistic intelligence, education and holiness to the wider social, political and economic systems, and to the proletarian with all of its sections, even the most low and physical ones".

  Secondly, also in the public domain: “the blessed recognition, which is special to the jewish people... this is the processing of the G-dly ideals, to process them, perfect them and to try to make them lofty, to make them great within the nation, the individual and the whole world”

Thirdly in the national plane: “all of us, the entire nation, that it is fitting to yearn for the complete good, the good to everything, and that on this foundation it is fitting to establish a kingdom and to conduct politics. And we see that the absolute good is the G-dly good, which is in all of the existence, and we are constantly striving to go out in it’s footsteps, both nationally and generally”.

  “We left world politics...until a happy time will arrive when it will be possible to run a kingdom without wickedness and barbarism...and indeed the time has arrived...”
 

  The purpose of the torah is to establish “a state which is idealistic at it’s foundations... this state is really the highest level on the ladder of happiness, and this state is our state, the state of Israel, the foundation of Hasher's chair in the world. Whose only desire is that Hashem will be one and His name (this means, the revelations of the ways of Hashem in the world
 through the State of Israel) will be one (united, so to speak, with Hashem).”

  And, fourthly, also in the physical aspects of life: “the revealed unity (=the revelation of G-dliness) of the moral, physical and intellectual world with the physical, practical, technical and social world, is expressed in the world of the jewish people. And the special characteristic of the land of Israel is to prepare the revelation of this unity in the world, which gives a new face to all of human culture, to all of it’s jobs”.

  “the penetration of the light of knowledge, straightness and holiness in all practical fields”

  In short, the State of Israel makes possible the revelation of the ways of Hashem and the G-dly ideals in all of the facets of life.

4. There can only be influence by the revelation of the light of torah and mitzvot in it’s entirety:

  “the faith lights up only when the people of Israel are healthy, complete in their power, monarchy, temple and land,  and in all of their physical and spiritual possessions”.

  “Just as the divine presence does not rest on any individual, but only on one who is brave, rich and upright...so too the collective divine presence rests only on a nation full of bravery, wealth and uprightness. But all of these things will only find their worth when they are made foundations for the spiritual, G-dly light...”.
 

  For this reason, many mitzvot and the light that is within them are only revealed when the majority of the jewish people are in the land of Israel, in other words, when there is jewish sovereignty
 in our holy land. There is a powerful idea here which connects the spiritual level of the mitzvot to the physical level of the jewish people - the agricultural mitzvot which only apply in the land of Israel do not apply from the torah until the jewish people returns to it’s strength.

5. Influence through the sanctification of Hasher's name: “here us your G-d”. Throughout history the Christians have claimed that we were exiled due to the fact that we did not accept their messiah. But when we declared our independence in 5708, and when Yerushalayim was freed in 5729, they no longer had anything to say. For as long as we were disgraced in exile “my tears were my sustenance day and night when they say to me all day long: ’where is your G-d?”;
 “why should the other nations say: ‘where is your G-d?’ Let Him be acknowledged throughout the nations before our eyes by revenging the spilt blood of His servant”.
 When the non-Jews ask “where is your G-d” this is clearly a desecration of Hasher's name. On the other hand, when a strong state of Israel, is able, with Hasher's help, to avenge the spilt jewish blood, this is their answer - “say to the cities of Yehuda, here is your G-d”.

  One who hits the Jewish people in the mouth, it is as if he hit the divine presence in the mouth”,
 and on the other hand, “give praise to the name of Hashem for His name alone is exalted, His glory is on the earth (via the jewish people) and in the heavens, and He will lift up the glory of His nation...etc.”.
 

  Therefore it is understood why the job of the first mashiach, Mashiach ben Yosef, is to redeem the people from a national perspective - “Ephrayim my righteous mashiach is his name, and he will lift up himself and all of his generation, and he will light up the eyes of the jewish people and save his people, and no other nation will be able to stand up against him”.
 There is an obligation to stop the desecration of Hasher's name and to sanctify Hasher's name with the glory of the jewish people, His holy nation. “And I will have pity on My holy name...and I will sanctify my great name which was desecrated amongst the nations amongst whom you were desecrated (Rashi: “and what was the desecration? That your enemies said to you: ‘these are Hashem's people and they went out of His land, He was unable to save His people and His land’”) and I will take you out from amongst the nations...and I will bring you back to your land...”.
 This is a sanctification of Hashem's name. “The G-d of armies is the G-d of Israel and the armies of Israel are the armies of Hashem”.
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