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(Electrically stunning an animal before shechitah


(The gentile authorities’ recommendation


(What the cat of Hamburg ate


(Can a small organ substitute a heart?


(Incubator eggs are no innovation


(Incubator chicks: the dispute, the opinions and the current situation


(Anesthetics used hundreds of years ago


(The controversy about fattened geese








The following letter has been in our archive for a while.  Rav David Rosenzweig, a member of our beis midrash, received it from a participant in his shi’ur at the Yosef Shalom Synagogue in Raanana and we intended to publish it at the siyum of Chulin.  We present it now instead to “recompense” our readers, as we’ve discovered that we were misled by…who sent us the “Story Revealed After Five Years” in Vol. 247.  It turns out that the travel agent Y.R. indeed exists, as well as his nephew H.B.R.  A Swissair plane crashed in the sea with 216 passengers but the person who recounted the tale combined partial events, full names and addresses, dates matching all the events and made up a story.  We have toiled to ensure authenticity and achieve your faith during the four and a half years that our publication has existed, and wouldn’t allow ourselves not to report this single case to you.  The incident will certainly serve us as a further incentive to carefully verify the stories sent.  We compliment Rav Y.R., who accepted our apologies in good spirit and even intends to meet us at his next visit in Eretz Yisrael...





I’ll Thank You, Hashem, for You *Afflicted Me and it became a Salvation for me


*(see Malbim, Tehilim 118:21)





To Meoros HaDaf HaYomi:


This is the story of my joining in the Daf HaYomi.  If you see fit to publish it and someone will be invigorated, that will be my reward.


It was an ordinary day at the construction site.  As a manager, I instructed the workers and helped them here and there.  There was pressure in the afternoon.  We had to pour the walls of the shelter.  The workers were finally closing and strengthening the walls.  The concrete-mixers were on the way.  I went up on the scaffolding to check that there wouldn’t be a mishap during the pouring and turned around, put my foot in the air and landed with a scream in the shelter after a three-meter fall.  After a few seconds of shock, I realized that one of my legs was in its right place while the other was twisted at a 90-degree angle.  The pain was intense.  Some of the workers came down to try release me and I heard the whining ambulance approaching.  My right thigh was broken.  The ambulance crew diagnosed an open fracture.  The broken bones tore my flesh.  At least I knew why I was in such pain.  I was tied to a stretcher for the hoisting and rushed to hospital.  It was the first time that I saw the ceiling of an ambulance.  There were traffic jams on the way and I had time to think: What will be?  I’m 37 years old and married with five children.  What will be?  I had no answer.


I was rushed directly to the operating room.  They put my thigh in its place and covered my whole leg with a cast.  I was hospitalized for ten days.  During that period even the slightest movement caused me acute pain.  When I was released, the doctor explained to me that my right leg had become three centimeters shorter.  “Your leg must stay in the cast for five months.”  I was stunned.  Five months!  The doctor continued to explain that after that period I would have to undergo physiotherapy for eight months, use crutches and come to hospital for examinations.  


I came home depressed.  I was used to laboring all day incessantly and here I was, helplessly incapacitated.  Even for simple actions, that one never pays attention to, I needed the devoted help of my family.  After a few days of rest and inactivity I asked my brother to take me to ma’ariv.  A routine practice had become a project.  I could only get into the back seat of the car, by putting my back to the car.  My brother opened the door, quickly entered the car from the other door and while he supported my back, I crawled slowly backwards till I sat with my cast on the seat.  Getting out of the car was also not simple but we finally entered the synagogue.  I prayed, became emotional and asked my brother to come also in the morning to take me to shacharis.  


Shacharis was over.  I patiently folded my talis.  There was nowhere to rush to.  I looked around and discovered that there was a beis midrash next to the synagogue with shi’urim in Gemara and halachah for pensioners.  I joined in.


 “No, I didn’t start my pension early’, I explained to a kindly old man who came late and took an interest in me.  “It’s my leg”, I said and lifted the tablecloth.  He paled. “You should only be healthy,” and he mumbled a few verses as a segulah.  I stayed with them till noon.


Friends. At first I sat and understood nothing as since I left elementary school I had hardly opened a Gemara or attended a shiur.  Like a cranky machine that hasn’t been used for years, I tried to absorb the material.  Sometimes I absorbed a little and sometimes even less.  I continued to come every morning and with the help of Hashem, the Giver of the Torah, the next week there was some improvement.  I understood the Gemara better.


Fourteen months passed.  My recuperation ended and I returned to work.  After tasting the pleasure of learning Torah I made a condition with my employers that every morning, from 9:00 to 11:30, I could attend the shi’urim that I liked so much.  They agreed.


Two months later my employers explained to me that, much as they wanted to help, the arrangement was causing them serious loss.  They couldn’t agree that the manager daily leaves the workers and sub-contractors alone at the site.  My wife noticed my dejectedness and suggested I go instead to an evening shi’ur delivered by the same Rav.  For that purpose I would have to stay in the synagogue from 6:00 till 9:30 in the evening, including prayers.  I told her that it would be hard for us both.  I wouldn’t be home in the evening and, in addition, we wouldn’t be able to participate in family events till after the shi’ur.  She agreed to everything and promised to help me.  


And so it was.  I returned to work and joined the Daf HaYomi.  About six and a half years have passed since then.  Thank G-d, I don’t especially suffer from my short leg and my wife has kept her promise.  With Chulin I’ll finish the Shas!  Our sages say, the reward for a mitzvah is a mitzvah.  I had the merit to join forces with Rav Kovalski from the beis midrash for Daf HaYomi magidei shi’ur in order to establish a Daf HaYomi shi’ur at the synagogue where I pray at six in the morning.  And so, dear friends, I learn the daf at six in the morning and at six in the evening.  There’s nothing better.  All this was the result of a serious injury that at first was ex


tremely difficult and which posed the apparently insurmountable question “What will be?”  In my imagination I return to the ambulance, stare at the white ceiling, smell the medicine, hear the siren, see the crew trying to ease my pain and asking myself “What will be?”  One of the best things would happen to me: the Daf HaYomi!


Those interested in sharing an interesting story or anecdote with an instructive lesson may refer to the Editorial Staff of Meoros HaDaf HaYomi and we shall publish it in this column.


 Address: POB 471, Bnei Berak.


Fax: 03 5706793.


� HYPERLINK mailto:mendelson@meorot.co.il ��mendelson@meorot.co.il�
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דף לז\א   השוחט את המסוכנת


Electrically stunning an animal before slaughtering


In a previous issue we addressed decrees against shechitah that have hovered over various European countries for the last 150 years, instigated generally by organizations claiming to prevent “cruelty to animals”.  In this article we shall treat a suggestion that arose in those times of tribulation: slaughtering animals after being electrically shocked.


The gentile authorities’ recommendation: This solution was recommended by gentile authorities.  They told the Jews that after stunning the animal with an electric shock there would be no opposition to shechitah.  Is this method halachically acceptable?  The question was a major issue in Eastern Europe before the Second World War when the German government forbade Jews to slaughter animals that hadn’t been stunned.  The greatest poskim in Germany, Poland and Lithuania discussed the question at length and reached the conclusion that such shechitah is absolutely forbidden.  The major work concerning this issue is that of HaGaon Rabbi Yechiel Yaakov Weinberg zt”l, author of Seridei Eish (printed at the beginning): “Electrically Stunning Animals Before Slaughtering”.  The long treatise includes the replies of dozens of halachic authorities from all over the world.  We emphasize that the method of stunning might differ from country to country and that Rav Weinberg’s reply concerns the method suggested in Germany at the start of the Nazi era.


It emerges that stunning raises many halachic suspicions and we shall detail them in brief.  Concurrently we will become somewhat familiar with concepts that we shall soon be studying b’ezras Hashem.


Mesukenes - Endangered: Shocking causes an animal to faint.  Our mishnah clarifies that an “endangered” animal – i.e., whose condition of health is endangered – is not kosher unless it is clearly proven that it didn’t die because of its weakness before the end of slaughtering.  Stunning renders and animal “endangered” and as long as we don’t have proof that it remained alive till the end of shechitah, it is a neveilah.  


Treifah: Other suspicions caused by stunning have to do with the 18 treifos listed by Chazal, which are 18 possibilities of a deficiency in an animal’s body such that it becomes treifah.  Electrical stunning is likely create a few suspicions of treifah:


A fallen animal: An animal falls when stunned and its very fall causes a suspicion that it became treifah due to injury to vital organs.


Risuk Eivarim - Injured organs: Stunning might injure an animal’s organs even without falling, mainly the brain, rendering it treifah.


Change in appearance: If an essential change of appearance occurs in one of an animal’s vital organs, it is treifah (see Beis Yosef, 43, and Remo, ibid, se’if 2, etc).  Doctors testify that sometimes the appearance of the brain and lungs differs after electric stunning and becomes redder.


Einah Chaya - Unable to live: According to many poskim (see Dagul Merevavah, Y.D. 29; Nekudos HaKasef, ibid; and Responsa Marcheshes, 29), an animal becomes treifah even if the disease, because of which it won’t live over 12 months, is not yet in its body.  It suffices to consider it treifah if, due to some illness or injury, it is obvious that a condition will eventually develop causing that it won’t be able to live over 12 months starting from the time in question.  Stunning creates a serious suspicion of einah chayah - unable to live.


�דף מב\א   אלו טריפות


Incubator chicks: the dispute, the opinions and the current situation


 “Our friend, HaGaon…Rabbi Shalom Mordechai HaKohen…has permitted the fowl…hatched by the heat of an electric machine in which the eggs are put and because of the heat…chicks hatch quickly that appear to be fully developed…but the trouble is that they cannot live over 12 months and also cannot bear offspring” (Responsa Yad Chanoch, 34).  Many poskim expressed themselves in a similar style when they were asked for their opinion about “fowl hatched from the heat of an electric machine” – meaning, of course, an incubator.  The question is if such chicks are considered treifah as Chazal gave us the indication that if an animal cannot live over 12 months, it is treifah.


Could an animal that by nature is short-lived be treifah?  HaGaon Rabbi Meir Arik zt”l Responsa Imrei Yosher, I, 145) explains that there’s no doubt that a naturally short-lived animal is not treifah and even offers interesting proof.  The Midrash says (cited in Eretz HaChayim, Tehillim 39:4) that a certain bird – tzipor dror – lives 52 days but, nonetheless, it serves to purify a metzora’ though a treifah animal is disqualified for such (Chulin 140a).  The issue of the chicks arises because chicks that develop naturally live longer and therefore incubator chicks must be discussed.  Rabbi Arik tends to be strict and consider them treifah (see ibid, that he explains a suspicion that whatever causes the chicks not to live long, is a reason to render them treifah; he bases his reasoning on Tosfos in Nidah 23a).


However, the Maharsham disagrees (Responsa, III, 378) and maintains that treifah pertains to an animal whose life is short due to a defect in its body.  But in our case there’s no suspicion of a defect in the chick’s body: It is born weak because the incubation wasn’t performed properly and it is like a weak animal which is only like a mesukenes - “endangered” animal (about to die) which, as our Gemara explains, is not treifah.


Incubator eggs are no innovation: However, the author of Responsa Yad Chanoch contends (ibid) that such chicks are neveilah.  At first he asserts that raising chicks in an incubator is no innovation: “That which you thought, that it is something new recently invented, it is not so…for even in the time of Ramban z”l, who lived almost a thousand years ago, people knew how to hatch chicks by heating the stove to a certain temperature… You thus see that people knew about such in former times and in the land of Sini (China?) they would put the eggs in hot ashes at a certain temperature and produced chicks.  And the voyager to the Orient, Rabbi Meshulam bar Rav Menachem of Valtira z”l, who travelled in 5241, recounted: ‘I saw the Arabs…growing fowl in stoves for they heat the stove and put therein the excrement of cattle and horses and put there a thousand or 2,000 eggs and chicks come out and they make fowl without end therefore fowl is very cheap there’.”  


In former times people were very expert at hatching eggs: The obvious question, then, is why the Rishonim didn’t discuss such chicks and rule that they are neveilah, according to his opinion, treifah according to Rabbi Meir Arik or kosher according to the Maharsham.  He explains that in former times “people were more expert at this work to do it properly…and therefore it was simple to them to permit it and no one thought of any suspicion.  (He adds fascinating details in his reply: “And you shouldn’t wonder that they were better at this in former times…and knew how to do what is unknown in our time.  Don’t wonder, for Egyptian mummies prove that recent generations, as much as they try, don’t know how it is done…and the same applies to the cup of herbal roots given to a woman that she shouldn’t become pregnant, which is unknown in our time.”


Anesthetics used hundreds of years ago: “And witness a wonder that an ill person on whom an operation had to be performed,  Jewish doctors knew 2,000 years ago to give him a sleeping potion so that he wouldn’t feel pain, as explained in Bava Metzi’a 83b about Rabbi Elazar bar Rabbi Shimon, who was operated on and given a sleeping potion.  And the same applies to someone who was punished with death: they would give him a sleeping potion to avoid the pain of death, as stated in Sanhedrin 43a.  The gentile doctors knew nothing of such till about 200 years ago and Roman doctors would hit the patient’s head with a hammer before performing an operation to prevent the pain but Jewish doctors knew 2,000 years to use a sleeping potion.”)


At any rate, in his opinion such chicks are neveilah as they are like a nefel (stillborn) that never developed properly, considered neveilah and forbidden by the Torah (and see Imrei Yosher, ibid, that Rabbi Arik rejects this opinion).


Fowl today: Virtually all the fowl that we eat are incubator hatched.  We have clarified with kashrus experts who explained that in our era the methods have improved for warming eggs in an incubator and there’s no difference between such fowl and those raised naturally.





דף מב\א   ניקב הלב


What the cat of Hamburg ate


A fat cat, which found its livelihood in the Jewish district of Hamburg, aroused a fascinating dispute among the leading poskim.  It happened when a Jewish girl was cleaning a properly slaughtered chicken.  She removed the inner organs and threw them to a lucky cat.  While the cat was busy licking the remains of the food, the girl called her mother to come to the kitchen urgently.  She told her shocked mother that the chicken had no heart!  She was sure that she didn’t throw the heart to the cat.  The poskim who discussed the case ruled without a doubt that a chicken without a heart is treifah for even if the heart is present but has a hole, the animal is treifah, as stated in our mishnah.


The Chacham Tzvi zt”l was also asked to express his opinion about the cat and the chicken and asked the chicken’s owner as to its condition before slaughtering.  When she replied that it was utterly healthy, he ruled that the chicken was kosher!  He reasoned that there could be no healthy creature without a heart.  It is obvious, he determined, that the girl forgot that she removed the heart and there’s no doubt that the cat ate it (Responsa Chacham Tzvi, 74).  To strengthen his statement he added (ibid, 77) that even if two witnesses would testify that the chicken had no heart, they would be false witnesses!  (See ibid, that we need not have a suspicion of miracles).


Can a small organ substitute a heart?  The Chacham Tzvi wrote four responsa about his ruling, to defend it after the many objections voiced upon its publication and initiated a ramified discussion with talmidei chachamim from different regions.  Some agreed with him but HaGaon Rabbi Yehonasan Eibeschitz zt”l sharply disagreed (Kreisi Ufleisi, Y.D. 40, S.K. 4), asserting that it could well be that the heart was missing and that another smaller organ replaced it and, as a result, the chicken is treifah as it lacked an organ.  He even requested that the topic be brought to the attention of experts at a famous hospital and he cites their full reply, in which they agree with his opinion.


How does a heart look?  The Chazon Ish zt”l (Y.D. 4, S.K. 14) adopted the Chacham Tzvi’s opinion – an animal can’t live without a heart – while Rabbi Eibeschitz’s idea, that another organ substituted the heart, does not suffice to render the chicken treifah as that small organ must be the heart.  After all, do Chazal mention what a heart should look like?  Therefore there’s no reason to declare this chicken treifah as even if another organ served as the heart, so it had a heart.





דף מג\ב   ישב לו קוץ בוושט


A brief discussion about fattened geese


The eyes of an older reader, with whom we spoke in preparation of this article, sparkled with nostalgia when he remembered the face of a worker in Hungary at the onset of the Second World War who would be paid with three thick slices of bread spread with goose fat mixed with fattened goose liver.  In certain countries fattened goose liver was an honored feature of the menu but in other countries fattened geese were considered treifah.  In this article we shall address the halachic dispute about the kashrus of force-fed geese, based on our sugya (concerning cruelty to animals, see Meoros HaDaf HaYomi, Kiddushin 82a, in the artice “Medical Research on Laboratory Rabbits”).


22 kilograms of corn in 30 days: To explore the depth of the issue, we must first describe the method of fattening geese.  Fattening geese is meant to enlarge the liver as much as possible.  The shorter the fattening period, the more desirable is the result as in prolonged fattening some of the fat is absorbed in the body and not in the liver, but with concentrated fattening the liver becomes very fat.  For a goose to gain one kilogram, it must eat six kilograms of corn (maize) – the usual fattening material.  As the desired added weight for a goose is about four kilograms, it should be fed about 22 kgs of corn over a month.  A goose cannot eat this tremendous amount alone so therefore it is force-fed directly into the esophagus.  


The force-feeding method: The beak is opened and corn is thrown in and pushed into the esophagus with a stick.  In our era the method has been improved: the fattening is done by machine but the result is the same: the esophagus is exposed to repeated injury.  These injuries are caused by the fattening pipe inserted into the esophagus or by the corn kernels if they’re not soft enough or by pushing the kernels into the esophagus, which can tear it (Mazon Kasher min HaChai, III, Ch. 13).


Holes in the inner layer of the esophagus: Because of the well-based suspicion of holes in the esophagus of a fattened goose, we cannot rely on the healthy nature of most geese but must examine the esophagus for holes (Remo, 33:9).  A goose’s esophagus is comprised of two layers connected by a loose membrane.  If a hole is discovered that passes through both layers, the goose is treifah according to all opinions.  The issue concerns most cases of holes in geese, when a hole is discovered only in the inner layer, as will be explained.


In our Gemara Ula ruled that an animal is not declared treifah if a thorn is found in its esophagus as long as it doesn’t have a hole.  An Amora called by the Gemara “that one of the rabanan” explained that Ula’s statement refers to a situation where the thorn is found in the hollow of the esophagus, but if it is stuck in the esophagus itself, the animal should be declared treifah though no penetrating hole was found.  We suspect that the thorn perforated the esophagus throughout and has been partially covered (see Rashi, s.v. Ein chosheshin).  However, Rav Kahana disagrees, asserting that even if the thorn is stuck in the esophagus, the animal is not treifah if the outer side of the esophagus has no hole.


The disagreement of Shulchan ‘Aruch and the Remo about fattened geese: As for the halachah, there are different opinions.  Shulchan ‘Aruch rules (Y.D. 33:9) according to “that one of the rabanan” and the Remo (ibid) maintains the opinion of Rav Kahana and expresses it concerning fattened geese.  If a hole is found in the inner layer of the esophagus, it is as if a thorn were found stuck there as the hole was obviously made by forced feeding and, apparently, this case is also subject to the disagreement of Rav Kahana and “that one of the rabanan”, as to whether a hole in the inner layer is considered treifah.  The Remo states that in his town the practice was to be lenient in such cases because they ruled that if a thorn is found, one needn’t suspect that there’s a penetrating hole.  Similarly if a hole is found in the inner layer of the esophagus, one doesn’t suspect that the outer layer also has a hole.  However, many Rishonim (Tosfos; Rif; Rambam in Hilchos Shechitah 23:1; Tur, Y.D. 33 in the name of most of the poskim) and Shulchan ‘Aruch (ibid) rule that if a thorn is found stuck in the esophagus, one does suspect that there’s an invisible hole.  Apparently, according to them a goose with a hole in the inner layer of its esophagus should be declared treifah (Bach, ibid, and many other poskim).


Still, some Acharonim distinguish between a hole in the inner layer of the esophagus of a fattened goose and an esophagus with a thorn.  Indeed, if a thorn is found stuck in the esophagus, we should suspect that it made a penetrating hole.  But a hole caused by force-feeding is not created at once but by a process: the skin is slowly worn away and perforated.  Therefore, if we see that the outer layer is whole, there’s no reason to suspect a hole there, as the process of perforation did not spread to it (Taz, ibid, and see Darchei Teshuvah, ibid, S.K. 130-131, that the poskim discussed if force-feeding should be considered as an illness or a thorn).


The author of Shevus Ya’akov (Responsa, II, 56) adds that in the case of an esophagus with a thorn, we should suspect that there’s a penetrating hole but that it’s covered by a membrane that grew over it (according to Rashi’s first explanation).  The matter differs concerning a goose’s esophagus where the act of fattening was continuous. If a penetrating hole had occurred, it never had a chance to be covered by a membrane as the cause of the hole is present every day and, on the contrary, the hole should have widened.  As it cannot be that it healed and was covered by a membrane, we assume there is no hole.


The poskim devoted much discussion to fattening geese and though the custom was to allow it in certain countries, in our generation the poskim avoid giving a hechsher to food produced from fattened geese as it is extremely hard to fatten them in a way that won’t cause treifah and other suspicions (see Responsa Tzitz Eli’ezer, XI, 49 and XII, 52).
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פנינים





דף מב\א   ופסוקת הגרגרת


A Glutton and the Windpipe


Why do Chazal call a glutton a gargeran?  The explanation of Musaf He’Aruch is interesting in the entry for gargeres: The gargeres is the windpipe.  The glutton, in his haste, allows food to enter his windpipe.


דף מב\א   ניקב קרום של מח


A Whole Membrane


Someone came to Rabbi Meshulam Igra and offered his chidushim.  Rabbi Igra sat the whole while and said repeatedly, “Kosher, kosher.”


 “What do you mean?” the person wondered.


 “Very simple”, he replied.  “The mishnah says that if the krum (membrane) of the brain has a hole, the animal is treifah and if the krum is whole, the animal is not treifah.  What I have heard is an entire krum (krum – “crooked” in Yiddish) (HaOtzar Hayehudi, 16).





דף מב\א   תוס' דרוסת...וכן יסד הפייט בסליחות


Proof from a Piyut


When a question arose about instituting a fast in remembrance of troubles affecting the community, HaGaon Rav Yitzchak Zeev of Brisk zt”l claimed that the Kinos for Tisha B’Av state that it is forbidden to decree additional fasts than those instituted by the prophets.  When he heard that someone said that proof cannot be brought from the Kinos, he insistently replied that Tosfos bring proof from the piyutim (liturgical poems).
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Our weekly publication can be sent to you or your synagogue via regular mail for 72$ per year, or to your e-mail for free! Order your copy at:Dedications@meorot.co.il


Can't make it to a shiur? 


Take a front row seat at our live video stream shiur from Israel on exclusive website:www.Hadafhayomi.co.il




















Meorot Hadaf Hayomy;an enterprise of Torah learning that spreads its wings throughout Jewish world. More than 120 daily Shiurim of the Daf  are taught across Eratz Yisroel. Through the leadership of  Harav Chaim Dovid Kovalsky, a unique technique of learning attracts learners from all Walks of life. The concise and dynamic style blends-in contemporary issues that emanate from every Daf, bringing to life the pages of the Talmud. More than 45,000 copies of the Meorot publication  are distributed to individuals, synagogues and schools, in Hebrew and English (soon available in french and russian).


This Torah enterprise is supported through private donations allows us to continue expanding the ranks of Torah learners in our network of shiurim.


























