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בס"ד
פנינים

דף נא\ב   בית שמאי אומרים מכבדים את הבית ואחר כך נוטלים ידים
First Do Good

Beis Shamai and Beis Hilel disagree in our mishnah: “Beis Shamai say: We sweep the house first and then wash our hands.  Beis Hilel say: We first wash our hands and then sweep the house.”  Some say that according to Beis Shamai, we first sweep the house – eliminate evil – and then wash our hands to sanctify and purify ourselves – do good.  But Beis Hilel suspect that the preoccupation with eliminating evil will take so long that we won’t get to doing good.  Therefore they said that we first wash our hands and then sweep the house (Ma’yanah shel Mishnah).

דף נא\ב   אין מברכין על הנר עד שיאותו לאורו

Learning the Halachos of the Mitzvah

The author of Keren LeDavid explained: A mitzvah is a candle and and the Torah is light.  We don’t pronounce a berachah on the candle – we don’t observe the mitzvah – till we benefit from its light – till we learn its halachos and reasons.

דף נב\א   ועל בשורות טובות...ועל בשורות רעות

The Difference between Tidings and Hearsay

A different version appears at the edge of the Gemara: “besoros tovos… shmu'os ra'os”.  Why are tidings good while hearsay is bad?  Because “he who spreads an (evil) rumor is a fool” (Mishlei 10:18) and one shouldn’t tell bad news.  He who heard it heard it, but one shouldn’t inform of such.  About good things, there’s a mitzvah to inform.  We thus say “besoros tovos… shmu'os ra'os” (Shenos Eliyahu, here).

דף נב\א   ברוך דיין האמת

Praise in Dayan HaEmes

An elder of Yerushalayim recounted that he was present when Rabbi Zundel of Salant pronounced Dayan haemes at his daughter’s demise r"l.  His berachah was without emotion but with devotion and calm as though praising Hashem with any other berachah of thanks (HaGriz MiSalant, 135).  HaGaon S.Z. Auerbach zt”l recounted about the author of Aderes zt”l that he delayed his daughter’s funeral till he could prepare himself to say Dayan haemes with great devotion just as one says a berachah for good things!

דף נד\ב   ארבעה צריכים להודות

The Forty Loaves: To Praise for Fullness

Four categories of people must bring a todah – thanking sacrifice, with 40 loaves.  Why?  Because a great part of their tribulations were associated with a lack of food.  Concerning those who cross deserts and the ill who were cured, the verses cited in the sugya explain: “The hungry and the thirsty, their soul envelops them” (Tehilim 107:5); “…their soul despises all food” (ibid, 18).  Seafarers were surely far from sources of food, and prisoners eat as stated in Melachim II (22:27): “sparse bread and meager water”.  Therefore the Torah said, measure for measure, that when they are saved they should bring a todah with an abundance of food and thus their thankfulness will be complete (Shemen Lamaor, Tzav).

דף נד\ב   ברוך הגומל לחייבים טובות שגמלני כל טוב (כן גירסת הגר"א בשולי הגליון)

To Thank Also for Misfortune

 “Blessed is He who rewards the culpable with good, who gave me all good.”  What is “all good”?  We must give praise also for the bad, which brought about the redemption at its end, because it was also for the good.

Therefore a todah is eaten during a day and a night.  Night indicates troubles, as is well known.  We must give praise for the day and the night (Kesav Sofer Hechadash, 145).

דף נד\ב   המאריך בתפילתו

The Way Is Long to the Truth

The Skulener Rebbe zt”l lived in Tchernovitz, Romania, after the First World War.  Very simple people lived there, who didn’t understand why the he took such a long time with kerias shema’.  “What does he have to say there?”  The Rebbe explained: “Kerias shema’ ends with emes (“truth”) and the road to truth is very long” (Imrei Kodesh-Boyan).


דף נה\ב   ואי דחיל מעינא בישא דיליה

To Pass by without Casting ‘Ayin Hara’

Our Gemara says that he who suspects that he is about to cast ‘ayin hara’ on others should put his finger on the left side of his nose.  Once Rabbi Zundel of Salant was walking by a wheat field while he kept his finger on his nose.  “What happened to your nose?” someone asked.

 “Nothing, but Chazal forbade a person to go by another’s ripe field lest he cast ‘ayin hara’.  As I must go here, I found a method to avoid casting ‘ayin hara’: to put my finger on the left side of my nose, as stated in the Gemara.”

דף נה\ב   עשרים וארבע פותרי חלומות היו בירושלים

60 x 24 = 1,440

The author of Aderes composed a work called Over Orach with words of Torah that he heard from travelers who were his guests.  He writes that he heard in the name of Rabbi Eliyahu Ragoler, author of Yad Eliyahu, why there were 24 solvers of dreams in Yerushalayim, no less and no more.  The Zohar says that there are 1,440 forms of prophecy (hinted in the word emes: elef = 1,000, tav and mem = 440).  As a dream is a sixtieth of a prophecy (Berachos 57b), a dream has only 24 forms and therefore there were 24 solvers of dreams in Yerushalayim (see ibid for his remarks).

דף נו\ב   שלוש שלומות הן...וקדרה

A Pot Causes Peace

What does a pot have to do with peace?  It is recounted in the name of HaGaon Rav Chayim of Volozhin zt”l, in his mentor’s name: Fire and water are enemies but a pot intercedes between them.  Water is inside it and fire outside and then a proper dish is cooked.  Therefore we break a pot at a wedding, hoping that there should be peace between the couple without need for interceders...  Rav Chayim added:  A pot turns black during cooking as a person should be ready to become as black as coal for the sake of making peace.

דף נט\ב   הרואה את הים הגדול

The Difference between the Sea and the Torah

A pupil of HaGaon Rabbi Ben Tziyon Aba Shaul zt”l sought his permission to go to the beach.  Rabbi Aba Shaul didn’t consent: “The sea is not for you but only for the ill and weak.  Sit and learn.”

The pupil persisted: “But Hashem created the sea so that we should benefit from it!”

 “Indeed, He created us the sea but the Torah He also gave us” (Moriah, Nisan 5759).

דף סא\ב   וליבי חלל בקרבי, רש"י: יצר הרע הוא כמת בקרבי שיש בידי לכופו

Their Heart Is Theirs

The Tiferes Shlomo of Radomsk thus explained the verse “…who will give that this heart of theirs shall be theirs to fear Me…” (Devarim 5:26).  As stated here, a tzadik’s heart belongs to him and not to the yetzer hara’.  This, then, is the meaning of the verse: “…if only their heart will be theirs” – in their possession.

דף סא\ב   מצאו לרבי עקיבא שהיה מקהיל קהילות ברבים

Rabbi Akiva’s Self-Sacrifice for Spreading the Torah

Rabbi Akiva gathered the masses, was caught and was killed.  The Chafetz Chayim zt”l explained: The lack of generosity in Torah among Rabbi Akiva’s 24,000 pupils caused the government to decree, as a punishment from Heaven, that they mustn’t learn Torah at all.  Rabbi Akiva wanted to rectify the sin and sacrificed himself for spreading the Torah and he thus atoned for the transgression in full.

דף סד\א   בסיום המסכת: חנינא בר פפא רמי בר פפא נחמן בר פפא...
If We Review, We Remember

We heard from a Rosh Yeshivah: By mentioning Rav Papa’s ten sons, there’s a great hint for the obligation to review one’s learning.  Try to remember any name in the list.  It seems that the only name one can remember is Rav Papa – because he’s repeated ten times... 



דבר העורך








בס"ד, ט"ו ניסן תשס"ה                                    מסכת ברכות נ"ה-ס"א














Who Knows 282?


Dear Reader,


Before you continue, please read the following lines carefully:


Ofakim – 6, Or Haganuz – 1, Eilat – 1, Alma – 1, El'ad – 14, Alfei Menashe – 1, Ariel – 1, Ashdod – 10, Bnei Berak – 34, Beer Sheva – 3, Beit Shean – 1, Beit Shemesh – 3, Beitar – 1, Binyamina – 1, Bat Yam – 3, Givat Zeev – 1, Givat Shmuel – 2, Givatayim – 2, Dolev – 1, Zichron Yaakov – 2, Holon – 2, Haifa – 11, Hashmonaim – 1, Teveria – 2, Tirat Tzvi – 1, Yavniel – 1, Yehud – 1, Yerushalayim – 65, Yafo – 1, Yokneam – 1, Yerucham – 1, Kochav HaShachar – 1, Kefar Birya – 1, Kefar Veradim – 1, Kefar Ya'vetz – 1, Kfar Saba – 2, Karmiel – 2, Lod – 1, Lod-Ramla – 1, Mevaseret Tziyon – 1, Migdal HaEmek – 1, Modi'in – 2, Moshav Birya – 1, Tirat Yehuda – 1, Ma'alot – 1, Naharia – 1, Neveh Monson – 1, Nechalim – 1, Nir Etzion – 1, Netivot – 1, Netania – 8, Akko – 1, Afula – 1, Arad – 1, Atlit – 1, Pisgat Zeev – 3, Pardes Hana – 1, Tzfas – 4, Kiryat Chayim – 1, Kiryat Bialik – 1, Kiryat Motzkin – 1, Kiryat Menachem – 1, Kiryat Sefer – 10, Kiryat Ekron – 1, Kiryat Shmuel-Haifa – 2, Karnei Shomron – 2, Rosh HaAyin – 3, Rishon LeTziyon – 8, Rechovot – 4, Israel Railway – 2, Rechasim – 1, Ramat Gan – 3, The Airport – 1, Tel Aviv – 21, Tel Mond – 2.


I thank you so much for reading the list.  I know that it looks like a weather forecast but it’s a great deal more than a forecast, because it’s a reality, not in the air but on the ground, here and now.  Toward the twelfth Daf HaYomi cycle, a frantic spirit seized the activists at Meoros HaDaf HaYomi, led by HaGaon Rav Chayim David Kovalski, and over a hundred new shi’urim were established.


Sorry, that’s a mistake.  I also thought so.  I was sure that a hundred shi’urim were established.  I erred, and I’m not joking.  The present column is devoted to the colossal activity of establishing shi’urim for that simple reason.  Last night, at the end of Adar II, I was standing at the entrance of Meoros headquarters and greeted a friend.


 “Tell me, how many shi’urim were established?”� “I think a hundred,” I replied.  I felt a tap on my shoulder.  Rav Benny Mitzmacher, the coordinator of  shi’urim throughout the country, stood next to me and reprimanded: “You think they’d keep me at my job for a hundred shi’urim?”


“A hundred and fifty?”


He remained serious.


 “Two hundred?” attempted my friend.


 “No!  Two hundred and eighty-two new ones!  With the old ones, 390!”


 “You’re sure?”


He nodded energetically, took out a bunch of computer print-outs, stuck them in my hand and went on his way.


I couldn’t believe it.


If I didn’t know, who else doesn’t know?


I made up my mind.


I went down from the old office, past the apartment recently rented for the devoted work of technicians and editors creating the famous CDs of Meoros HaDaf HaYomi, and through the other apartment rented two months ago due to tremendous expansion, where 500 calls per day are answered and gemaros, leaflets and study-aid pamphlets are packed and dispatched.  Down more stairs and I arrived at Rav Kovalski’s office to talk with him about the topic.  “Office”, I said - another error.  A storage room, halved by a wall of plaster, a small window, a table piled with papers, a chair and a phone.  


Rav Kovalski, I want to devote the Editor’s column in issue 309 to the phenomenal expansion of Meoros.


He ended a phone call, in which he succeeded in ensuring that the Rabanim of the beis midrash get paid on Rosh Chodesh Nisan, and smiled broadly.


“Please go ahead.”


Rav Kovalski, over 280 shi’urim in such a short time!  Are there angels here?


“First of all, you’re right.  Our staff are really angels, working with self-sacrifice on a holy mission.  At 1:00 at night I got a call from our representative in the north that he was now meeting with the leaders of a certain congregation and they requested a magid shi’ur for the next morning!  "You don’t go to sleep?" I asked him.  "Rav Kovalski," he answered, "if these people stay awake till 1:00 at night to meet me, how can I go to sleep?" ”


How did this revolution come about so suddenly?  Another 280 shi’urim.  How?


“Look, we opened offices in four places – in Yerushalyim, in Rechov Sarei Yisrael 14; in Ashdod, in Revov Rava 5; in Rechasim in the north, in Rechov HaVeradim 5 and, of course, the central office in Bnei Berak.  In each office there are people in charge of finding out one factor: which shuls are full on Shabbos but have no shi’urim during the week.  The idea is rather simple.  If a shul is full on Shabbos, we must say that there’s a solid congregation.  We then approach the gabai and ask him the ancient question: “What will be with the Torah?”  Once we get a positive reaction, the Rabanim of our beis midrash go into action.  They meet with the congregation’s representatives to convince, explain and demonstrate that it succeeded elsewhere.  We then establish a group of at least 10 people who accept on themselves to participate in the Daf HaYomi shi’ur to be established.”


And then?


“Then the person in charge of sorting the magidei shi’urim refers to me the names of the Rabanim interested in delivering a shi’ur in that region, and we choose from them the most suitable person for that community.  The time for the shi’ur is determined, the future learners receive the consent of their wives, who gain a sizeable portion in the merit of the learning, and then the organizational department gets into the picture.  Shul keys are duplicated for the magid shi’ur and for the earliest learner, Gemaros and study-aid literature are organized, notices are printed and pasted around the neighborhood, and all factors are checked in detail to ensure that everything runs smoothly.”


Still, 280 shi’urim!  How?


“You’re right.  The method by which we work is called the “quiet revolution”.  For instance, two shi’urim were established in Rishon LeTziyon with much effort.  The gabai of a neighboring shul noticed that a shi’ur was established in the other shul and realized that his assumption over many years that there was no chance to establish a shi’ur lacked all basis.  People want to learn!  The gabai contacts Meoros and the route is very short.  For his part, he already helps, organizes and advises.  Thus there are now eight shi’urim in Rishon LeTziyon!  We can say that many shi’urim were established indirectly.  A friend brings a friend.  A shul brings a shul.”


Two hundred and eighty-two shi’urim in addition to the 120 old ones.


Rav Kovalski, how could it be that, till a few moments ago, I didn’t know that in the last seven weeks 282 shi’urim were established?  Why don’t you publicize this?


“A good question.  Not only you didn’t know.  I also didn’t know!  The shi’urim were established at a dizzying pace.  No one had time to breathe.  Ten shi’urim were established only yesterday!  We have to appoint a special person only to count them…”


It’s clear that the organization’s budget – or rather, its deficit – has become tremendous.  Is it not worthwhile to publicize this to encourage people to contribute and earn a real Yisachar-Zevulun partnership?�“We need a budget to advertise and to employ full-time people to devote themselves to the topic.  Our manpower is limited.  I have to make crucial decisions every day.  If I must decide whether to devote funds for advertising or for establishing three more shi’urim, I can’t take responsibility that those shi’urim won’t be established and that people won’t learn Torah because we must advertise the previous shi’urim.”


It seems that these answers won’t satisfy the bank manager…


“The bank manager doesn’t manage the world.  Hashem gave the Torah, commanded us to learn, teach and observe Torah, and He will send his faithful messengers, people who will earn themselves magnificent rooms in the World to Come.  Indeed, anyone interested is invited to tour the shi’urim, adopt a shi’ur and the Creator will repay him.”


Dear Readers,


This seder night people will sit at the table with a happier-than-ever countenance.  A feeling of supreme pleasure will accompany them during the night - and not for nothing.  Our forefathers left Egypt so many years ago to become a special people and accept the Torah, and they now merit to materialize the goal, to learn Torah!  Today too, as always, Meoros HaDaf HaYomi opens its doors wide.  “Anyone who is hungry may come and eat.”  Anyone who wants to learn Torah is joyfully invited to call our headquarters.  


May it be His will that our proclamation on the seder night will come true: “Now we’re here, next year in Eretz Israel.  Now we’re in galus, next year a free people.”


A kosher and happy Pesach


(((((((((((((((


Those interested in sharing an interesting story or anecdote with an instructive lesson may refer to the Editorial Staff of Meoros HaDaf HaYomi and we shall publish it in this column.


Address: POB 471, Bnei Berak.


Fax: 03 5706793.


� HYPERLINK mailto:mendelson@meorot.co.il ��mendelson@meorot.co.il�


(((((((((((((((


בברכת התורה, העורך











דף נה/א זה השלחן אשר לפני ה'


A person’s table is like a mizbeiach


The Gemara states that when a person hosts a poor man at his table, he is rewarded with long life.  While the Beis Hamikdash stood, the mizbeiach atoned for our sins.  Now that the Beis Hamikdash is in ruins, the table upon which we eat takes the place of the mizbeiach and atones for us.  This comparison is learned from the pasuk in Yechezkel, “The mizbeiach of wood should be three amos tall…this is the table that is before Hashem” (Yechezkel 41:22).  According to Rashi and Metzudas David this pasuk refers to the table in the Beis Hamikdash, and calls it a mizbeiach to teach us that the tables within our homes can serve as an altar.  (See Radak and Malbim, ibid., who interpret the pasuk just the opposite, explaining that the mizbeiach is termed as a table.)


From the same pasuk, the Mishna in Pirkei Avos (3:3) learns that when a person recites a dvar Torah during the course of his meal, his table becomes like a mizbeiach.  This is also a reference to the ability of our table to atone for our sins.


Feeding poor people and reciting words of Torah are two advantages that complement one another: The Shlah (Sha’ar HaOsiyos, Emek Brachah, 6) explains that whereas the food we offer to poor people represents the offering of the korbanos to Hashem, the discussion of Torah at the table represents the slaughtering of the korbanos.  By absorbing the holy Torah into our hearts, we slaughter our yetzer hora.


Alternatively, he cites earlier commentators who wrote that feeding the poor and reciting divrei Torah are not two independent advantages.  They complement one another, and together enact a full atonement.  The food offered to the poor man represents the sacrifices, and the words of Torah represent the songs of the Leviim that accompanied them.  This is also one of the underlying reasons for the zemiros that are sung during seudos.  The words of Torah are even more significant in this respect than the zemiros.  (The Shlah also cites yet another explanation in the name of Tola’as Yaakov.)


Since the food given to the poor takes the place of the korban, it is important to feed them the choicest portions, just as the choicest animals should be offered on the mizbeiach.


Eating “days”: Based on this, the Shlah praised the time-hallowed custom in many communities of families having yeshiva students at their tables regularly, sharing their food with them.  In the earlier yeshivos of Europe, there were no organized eating facilities.  Rather, the students ate at the houses of people in the community.  This custom was known as eating “days” (teg), since each student had a schedule for each day of the week, to eat at a particular house. 


The Shlah stresses that a person who supports a yeshiva student transforms his table into a mizbeiach in the most splendorous and perfect fashion.  He supports poor yeshiva students, while simultaneously hearing the words of Torah that the students speak at his table.  In conclusion, he writes, “I have written at length about how a meal should be properly conducted, in order to tell you that ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on all that comes from Hashem’s mouth’ (Devarim 8:3).  This pasuk refers primarily to the mitzvos that surround the meal.”


The custom to deliver a Torah-speech at celebratory meals: The Rashbatz also discusses how one should conduct meals.  In Magen Avos, his commentary to Pirkei Avos (3:4), he writes as follows.  “A person must speak words of Torah during the course of his meal.  Only then does his table become like a mizbeiach before Hashem.  This is the source of the custom to deliver a Torah discourse at a chassan-banquet before birkas hamazon.  This ancient custom was kept and encouraged by the wise Torah leaders of previous generations.  It is more appropriate than speaking in shul before the meal, as the custom has recently become.”





דף נח/א לעולם ישתדל אדם לרוץ לקראת מלכי ישראל


Running to meet a wicked king


Our Sages composed berachos to be recited upon seeing a king.  “Blessed are You Hashem…Who apportioned from His honor to those who fear Him,” upon seeing a Jewish king and “Blessed are You Hashem… Who gave from His honor to flesh and blood”, upon seeing a gentile king.  Under certain circumstances, a person might recite a berachah upon seeing the king’s entourage, his marching band, or the ceremony held in his honor, yet would not recite a berachah upon seeing the king himself!


The Gemara states that a person should always run to meet the kings of Israel, or even the kings of other nations.  Then, when Moshiach arrives, he will be able to discern between the honor of the kings in this world, and the far greater honor and greatness of Moshiach.  He will then see the great reward for those who observe Hashem’s mitzvos. (Magen Avraham O.C. 224, s.k. 7)


However, there are certain circumstances under which one should not look at the king.  For example, it is forbidden to look at the face of a wicked person.  Therefore, one should not look at a wicked king.  Furthermore, if a queen rules a certain country in place of a king, she has the status of a king and a berachah is recited upon seeing her.  Even so, it is immodest for a man to look at a woman.  He should not look at the queen in order to recite a berachah.


The poskim conclude (See Responsa Shevet HaLevi, I, 35) that although one may not look at these monarchs, it is sufficient to contemplate the honor that is shown to them by the assembled crowds and their gazes of admiration.  The berachah “Who gave from His honor to flesh and blood” is for the impression upon encountering royal honor (see Sha'arei Teshuvah 224:2), which can be effected just by looking at the entourage and ceremonial procession accompanying a king.  On the other hand, a person who sees a king without the fanfare that usually accompanies him does not gain this impression.  Under such circumstances a berachah would not be recited (Kaf Hachayim, 224; see Shevet HaLevi ibid; Responsa Betzeil Hachachmah, II,13).


Based on this, we can understand why Rebbi Yehuda HaChassid ruled (Sefer Chassidim 950) that one need only interrupt his Torah studies to see the king one time.  After he has already seen the king’s honor once, he can compare it to the honor of Moshiach and the Jewish people in the future.  He need not trouble himself to see the king again, unless the king makes an appearance with even greater ceremony and honor. (See Machatzis HaShekel 224, on Magen Avraham ibid.)  He may then hope that he will soon see that even the greater honor shown to the king is like nothing compared to the honor of the Moshiach, may he come speedily and in our days.





דף נט/ב הרואה חמה בתקופתה


Birkas hachamah: the blessing over the sun


Twenty-four years ago multitudes of klal Yisrael all over the world assembled to recite the blessing over the sun.  It was early on Wednesday morning, 4th of Nissan 5741, and in four years time we will B'ezras Hashem say it again.


The sun, and all the celestial bodies, were created at the beginning of the night preceding the fourth day of Creation.  The sun at Creation entered mazal teleh -  the zodiac constellation "sheep", which is the start of tekufas Nissan (the solar year of 365¼ days – 52 weeks and 1¼ days – is divided into 4 tekufos or seasons of 13 weeks and 7½ hours each).  Once in 28 years the sun enters mazal teleh at the onset of a Tuesday night (leil revi'i), returning to the exact position it was at its Creation.  The following morning when the sun appears one must recite, “Baruch…'Oseh ma'aseh Bereishis - Who makes the work of Creation.”  This is the accepted interpretation of the Gemara which states, “A person who sees the sun in its tekufah (cycle), must recite ‘…Who makes the work of creation.’”  This interpretation is based on Abaye’s statement in the Gemara that this occurs once every twenty-eight years.


However, there are variant opinions that interpret the Gemara differently.  The Hebrew word “tekufah” has several meanings.  According to Abaye’s statement, the most likely meaning is “cycle” or season.  In some versions of the Gemara, Abaye’s statement is absent, and therefore the halachah might be interpreted differently. (Gilyon HaShas)


The blessing over the sun when the sky clears:  The Aruch (erech “Chamah”) interprets this Gemara to mean that a berachah should be recited when the sky clears and the sun reappears after three cloudy days, during which it and the celestial bodies were hidden.


The blessing over the sun during the entire month of Tamuz: In Rav Sa'adiah Gaon’s siddur, he writes that the blessing over the sun can be recited for the entire month of Tammuz.  Tammuz is in the middle of the summer, when the sun is the hottest.  Apparently, he interpreted the word tekufah to mean strength.  Thus, the Gemara reads, “A person who sees the sun in its strength (i.e. in the month of Tammuz) should recite Blessed are You Hashem… Who makes the work of Creation.”  (See Birkas HaChamah, p. 15 for a further discussion of this subject.)


The first recorded reciting of the blessing over the sun:  Some poskim (Shiyarei Knesses HaGedolah, os 2) hold that since the exact interpretation of the Gemara is the subject of debate, one should not recite this blessing at all.  This is according to the general rule, “safek berachos lehakel - in cases of uncertainty one should not recite a berachah.”  However, most poskim argue with this opinion.  Rashi’s interpretation of the Gemara has been universally accepted as the custom, and therefore the blessing of the sun should be recited every twenty-eight years (see Birkas HaChamah, p. 19).  There are testimonies in works of the poskim over the last six hundred years regarding communal recitings of Birkas HaChamah. The earliest testimony records that the blessing over the sun was recited on 23 Nissan 5181 (1421, Minhagei Maharil, likutim)


Only the chazzan should recite the berachah:  Although Rashi’s interpretation of the Gemara has been accepted, some poskim still question whether the sun does return to the exact same spot.  For this reason, they question whether a berachah may be recited.  Riva”m Shneituch (Responsa Y.D. 38) writes that in his community, he instructed the chazzan to recite the berachah, and the rest of the congregation to respond Amen.  If they were in fact obligated to recite the berachah, they fulfilled their obligation by answering Amen.  If they were not obligated, only one berachah levatalah was recited, as opposed to many. 


In regard to this concern that the blessing over the sun might be a berachah levatalah, Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank (Responsa Har Tzvi, O.C. I, 119) cites the Bach’s ruling (O.C. 29) that the berachah of shehecheyanu is never considered a berachah levatalah.  The berachah of shehecheyanu is essentially a berachah over the joy that a person feels, and his appreciation to Hashem for allowing him to live to feel this joy.  Such a berachah is always appropriate, even if not obligatory.  Therefore, in cases of doubt, the general rule of safek berachos lehakel does not apply.


Rav Frank applies this reasoning to the blessing over the sun.  The wording of the berachah represents a thanksgiving to Hashem for His wonderous creation.  Even if the sun does not return to its exact place, and the blessing of the sun is not obligatory, it is not considered a berachah levatalah.


14 Nissan, 5769: The next opportunity to recite the blessing over the sun will be 14 Nissan, 5769 (2009).  This event will be unlike the last one, in 5741, when thousands of Jews gathered to recite the berachah in unison, thus fulfilling the possuk, “In the multitude of people is the glory of the King.”  (Mishlei 14:28)  The next reciting of the berachah will be on erev Pesach.  The poskim discourage making an organized gathering on erev Pesach, since people are pressed for time in ridding their homes of chametz.  The importance of preparing for Pesach far outweighs the advantage of reciting the blessing over the sun in a large gathering.  (Birur Halachah 229, os 9)


The next blessing over the sun will be on a unique date: It is interesting to note that since the Creation of the world, the blessing over the sun was recited on erev Pesach only three times; the last time was in 5685 (1925; Birkas HaChamah, p. 38).  With Hashem’s help, we will soon participate in the fourth such occurrence since Creation.





דף נט/ב ונפלה תקופת ניסן בשבתאי באורתא דתלת נגהי ארבע


The mazalos in halacha and custom


There are two sets of astrological systems in the Heavens.  One set is the zodiac constellations (mazalos), and the other is the ‘seven orbiting stars’ (in the Gemara, the sun, the moon and the known planets of our solar system are all counted as ‘kochavei haleches’).


The zodiac constellations are twelve groupings of stationary stars that, observed from Earth, lie in the path of the sun in its annual circuit of the Earth.  They are seen as though they are set in a ring around the Earth, the sun and the moon.  They are named after the patterns that they form, tleh (sheep), shor (ox), dli (bucket), gdi (goat) and so on.


The influence of the mazalos over mankind:  The second group, referred to as ‘orbiting stars’, are the seven heavenly bodies that most directly influence the Earth: chamah (the sun), levanah (the moon), ma’adim (Mars), kochav (Mercury), tzedek (Jupiter), nogah (Venus), and shabsai (Saturn).  The Gemara refers to them by their acronym, chala"m katzna"sh.  Each one exerts its own unique influence.  For example, the Gemara tells us that a person born under the influence of ma’adim will have a violent (red) temperament.  (Shabbos 156a)


The heavenly bodies were created at the beginning of the fourth night of Creation.  During the first hour of that night shabsai exerted its influence, followed by tzedek, ma’adim, chamah, nogah, kochav, and levanah.  Each one exerted its influence for one hour, forming a seven hour cycle that has continued since the creation of the world.  Thus each day of the week always has the same star at any given hour.  The first hour of the nights of the week starting from motzaei Shabbos are katzna"sh chala"m whereas the first hour of the days of the week are chala"m katzna"sh (Rashi).


Reciting kiddush before nightfall on Friday night: The Magen Avraham (271, s.k. 1) cites the Tikkunei Shabbos, a collection of customs from the Arizal and his students, that one should recite kiddush before nightfall on Shabbos eve.  At the end of Friday day tzedek exerts its influence, but the beginning of leil Shabbos is under ma’adim, the most inauspicious star.  Therefore, it is better to recite kiddush under tzedek.


Two angels accompany a person home on Shabbos night; one from tzedek and one from ma’adim: There are authenticated and ancient sources that seem to support this custom.  The Raavyah (§200), a Rishon, writes that our Sages instituted the Magen Avos prayer for ma'ariv of Shabbos in order to protect us from danger – the dangers invoked by ma’adim’s influence.  The Maharil (§152) seems to imply that the two angels that accompany us home from shul, one good and one bad, (Shabbos 119a) are from tzedek and ma’adim, which are dominant at the beginning of Friday night.  (See Yad Ephraim, ibid.)


Based on this, the custom among some Chassidic communities is to refrain from reciting kiddush “between 6 and 7” on Friday night.  Many have attempted to verify the exact time of ma’adim’s influence, in order to better define this custom.


Tosefes Shabbos, in order to avoid the hour of ma’adim: The Maharsha (Taanis 8b, Chiddushei Aggadah) writes that one of the advantages of Tosefes Shabbos (accepting Shabbos early) is that one can thereby recite kiddush early, avoiding the influence of ma’adim.  He adds that the influence of shabsai is also unfavorable, and therefore the custom is to daven later than usual on Shabbos morning, since shabsai influences the first hour of Shabbos morning.  (See Darkei Moshe, 281)


The Gemara often measures time in sha’os zemaniyos, (literally “periodic hours.”)  These are flexible units of time that depend upon the length of day or night, and change throughout the year.  The daytime is divided into twelve equal hours, as is the night.  Thus, in the summer an hour of the day is much longer than an hour of the night, and in the winter vice versa.  


The poskim debate whether the influence of the stars is measured in sha’os zemaniyos or in fixed, sixty-minute hours.  In our Gemara, and in numerous other instances, Rashi discusses the influence of certain stars at the beginning of the day or the beginning of the night.  This would seem to imply that Rashi understood the influence of the stars to depend on sha’os zemaniyos.  Therefore a certain star would function at the beginning of the night, regardless of when night falls.


The Magen Avraham based himself on this opinion and ruled that one should never recite kiddush in the beginning of Friday night.  If calculated by fixed sixty-minute hours, ma’adim functions in Eretz Yisrael between 5:40–6:40 p.m. approximately; 6:40-7:40 summer time).  During most months of the year, Shabbos begins either earlier or later than this.  Nevertheless, the Magen Avraham made a blanket ruling about the first hour of Shabbos, regardless of the time of year or the hour Shabbos begins.


However, the Maharil writes that the influence of the stars depends upon fixed, sixty-minute hours.  Therefore, in the winter months kiddush is usually recited before the influence of ma’adim begins and in the summer it is recited after ma’adim’s influence ends.  Thus, if a person were to make kiddush during Tosefes Shabbos in the summer, he would be more likely to enter the problem of ma’adim’s influence.  (See Machatzis HaShekel and Shulchan Aruch HaRav ibid, 3.)


As we have mentioned, some Chassidic communities abide by this custom.  The Mishna Berurah does not cite it at all, and the Aruch Hashulchan (271:11) labels it as “perplexing, because we are not under the dominion of the mazalos. To the contrary… non-Jews used to sit in darkness and  mourn on Shabos because of the mazalos… but Hashem commanded us to light brightly and enjoy to show we are above mazalos… he who trusts in Hashem will be surrounded with kindness” (See Birur Halachah Telisa’ah, O.C. 271).


It is important to note that the above discussion refers to the astrological influence of the stars, based on our tradition from our Sages.  It has no relevance to the astronomical circuits of the planets and stars as seen through telescopes or satellite pictures.
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