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In G-d We Trust

“This is the thing that G-d commanded: A full omer-measure of (manna should be put) in safekeeping for your generations, in order that they see the food with which I fed you in the wilderness when I took you out from the land of Egypt” (Exodus 16:32).


For the duration of the Jewish people’s forty-year sojourn in the desolate Sinai desert, they were sustained by G-d with “bread” that fell daily from heaven. As indicated above, He commanded Moshe to preserve a portion of the manna as a remembrance for future generations. Accordingly, some have the custom to recite the chapter of the manna everyday (1).


Admittedly, the manna that the Jews subsisted on for those forty years had been a miracle, and certainly a most important one out in the barren wilderness. But why is it necessary to remember what our ancestors ate for their meals many thousands of years ago? 


The explanation for this is because the manna taught an important lesson concerning the concept of trust in G-d, which is equally applicable in today’s modern world (2).

The Torah relates, “And they gathered (in the manna), he who took much and he who took little… (Yet) whoever took more had nothing extra and whoever took less was not lacking (3).” Irrelevant to how much was collected in the field, when the head of the household would return with the food and measure the amount gathered, it would miraculously equal one omer-unit per person.

Contrary to conventional thinking, the degree of success one achieves is not directly related to the time and effort exerted. Just as in the wilderness it was inconsequential how much manna was gathered, because their efforts always bore the same fruit, so too today, the measure of success we achieve, (or don’t, for that matter,) is not based on the level of our industriousness.

In fact, the Talmud declares, “All of one’s income for the year has been predetermined on Rosh Hashanah (4).” One would have actually been able to sit idle and assume his needs would be cared for, if not for the curse given to Adam: “By the sweat of your brow shall you eat bread (5).”
That being the case, the effort we put forth to earn a livelihood is not what produces our success, but merely a prerequisite for it.      

The true source of our success is as the 2nd Century sage, Rabbi Meir, said, “One should train his child in a simple profession that is free from deceitfulness, and pray (for mercy from) the One to whom wealth and possessions belong. For there isn’t an occupation that does not produce successful and impoverished individuals, as prosperity and poverty are not dependent on the career. Rather, they are dependent on our deeds (6).”

Nevertheless, diligence is a prerequisite required for most of us. Only the most pious of individuals can assume their needs will be taken care of effortlessly. Therefore, the chapter of the manna can assist us with putting our efforts into proper perspective: We are ultimately reliant on G-d’s bountiful mercy.   

Many years after the Exodus, during the First Temple era, Yirmiyahu, the prophet made good use of that measure of manna, which had been put aside for safekeeping under G-d’s directive. At a time when people had become engrossed in their jobs at the expense of their Torah learning, he displayed it before them.  

“With this manna, G-d sustained your ancestors,” he said. “There are many avenues through which G-d can provide for those that fear Him (7).”

True enough, G-d no longer sends manna down from the sky to demonstrate how He tends to our needs (although some people do win the lottery!). Nevertheless, once He exhibited this power to a model generation, the generation of the wilderness, He therefore proved forever that He has that ability so that we too can rest assured He is doing the same for us.

Someone was once expressing his doubts about G-d’s Providential Guidance in our daily lives to Rabbi Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld, venerable leader of Yerushalayim’s Jews between the Wars. As soon as the man finished speaking, his son burst through the door and proudly announced he had just received his graduation diploma. What's more, he had achieved distinction in his major, Music. Now he could enter an advanced institute for music studies and even apply for a position in a symphony orchestra. 

After his father and R’ Yosef Chaim wished him a hearty mazel tov, R’ Yosef Chaim asked the young man to play a piece on his violin. The rabbi wished to offer his opinion as to the musician’s skill.

The proud graduate was highly offended by R’ Yosef Chaim’s suggestion. “The diploma I just received is proof enough of my proficiency. There should be no need for further testing.” 

To everyone’s surprise, the rabbi agreed. “I simply wanted to make the point that, likewise, the Torah is the certificate that delineates G-d’s existence and His abilities with regards to the creations. There is no need for Him to prove His worth again to every questioning individual.”        

--------------------------

(1) See Artscroll Siddur, p. 181d. (2) Rabbi Yeruchom Levovitz in Da’as Torah, Shemos, p.146-7. (3) Ex. 16:17-18. (4) Beitzah 16a. (5) Genesis 3:19. (6) Talmud Kiddushin 82b. (7) Rashi to Ex. 16:32.        
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