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Divine Fingerprints

“And now Israel, what is it that the L-rd, your G-d requests of you? Only to fear the L-rd, your G-d, to go in His ways and to love Him, and to serve the L-rd, your G-d with all your heart and all your soul” (Deut. 10:12).

A

fter rebuking the nation for its sinful involvement with the Golden Calf, Moshe reassured the people that G-d was still benevolently inclined towards them. Although they had been rebellious, G-d asked of them, and all future generations, to love Him and fear Him; but not because He gains in any way from our proper conduct. G-d’s purpose in creating this world was “for your benefit (1)”: to reward us for our commitment to His laws.


The mitzvahs of loving and fearing G-d, however, are not just two more ways to establish our relationship with the Creator. The application of these two mitzvahs permeates our every action, and serves to inspire us to ever-increasing awareness of G-d and observance of His Torah laws.

But how do we achieve love and fear of an intangible Being? The great Jewish scholar, Maimonides, poses this very same question and provides us with the following response (2).

When a person contemplates His wondrous and magnificent deeds and creations, and sees within them a wisdom that has no comparison or limit, immediately he loves, praises and glorifies (Him), and is overcome with a strong desire to know His Great Name. As (King) David said, “My soul thirsts for G-d, the Living Power (3).” And when a person thinks about these things further, he is immediately taken aback and trembles. The person knows he is a small, lowly creature, with an extremely limited capacity of understanding, standing before the All-Knowledgeable. As David said further, “As I gaze upon the heavens and the handiwork of your fingers, (I think,) ‘What is man to be worth mentioning? (4)’”

The complexity of all aspects of creation, from the Sun, Moon, planets and stars to peppered moths, blue whales and eyeballs, bespeaks the work of Intelligent Design. In the words of Dr. Francis Crick, Nobel Prize awardee for his participation in the discovery of DNA: “An honest man, armed with all the knowledge available to us now, could only state that in some sense, the origin of life appears at the moment to be almost a miracle, so many are the conditions which would have to have been satisfied to get it going (5).”

And the need for these objects that manifest the existence of the Creator is as simple as the necessity for the ABC’s of life. Just as our physical existence is dependent on Air, Bread and that Colorless-liquid, water, so is our spiritual vibrancy dependent upon recognizing G-d. Therefore, for the same reason that He made those essential physical items plentiful and inexpensive, i.e., in order to ensure the continued existence of Mankind, G-d likewise made it easy for us to see His imprint in all of Creation.

N

evertheless, if the reality of G-d is so evident, why do we still struggle with the concept of a Creator and G-d? Why is G-dless Evolution taught as the standard for most of society, and why do many scientists, who deal with the wonders of the universe on a daily basis, believe “as an article of faith that life evolved from dead matter (6)”? Dr. Crick’s admission itself smacks of uncertainty.

The timeless Torah, given to us by G-d at Mt. Sinai some 3,300 years ago, answers this contemporary question in this week’s parsha. “Protect yourself, perhaps you will forget the L-rd, your G-d, negating the observance of His mitzvahs…Perhaps you will eat and be satiated, beautiful homes will you build and become settled, vast wealth will you amass…and you may become haughty and forget the L-rd, your G-d Who took you out of the Land of Egypt, from the house of bondage…And you may say to yourselves, ‘My strength and the might of my hand accomplished this affluence for me.’ (But) you should remember the L-rd, you G-d, for He is the one Who gave you the wisdom to prosper (7).”
Without proper introspection, financial success, sensual pleasures and other materialistic endeavors can lead us astray, even blinding us from otherwise obvious truths (8). At such point we tend to forget G-d and wander off the path of Torah. It then becomes increasingly difficult to honestly confront evidence indicative of Divine intervention, the impli the responsibility of personal accountability to the Eternal G-d.   

Every once in awhile, however, a discovery is made that unveils the light for all to see. Upon his agency’s confirmation of a certain cosmological fact only explainable if the universe were created, Dr. Robert Jastrow, director of NASA’s Goddard Center for Space Studies, confoundedly remarked: “This is an exceedingly strange development, unexpected by all but the theologians. They have always accepted the word of the bible: In the beginning, G-d created the heaven and the earth…For the scientist who has lived by his faith in the power of reason, the story ends like a bad dream. He has scaled the mountains of ignorance; he is about to conquer the highest peak; as he pulls himself over the final rock, he is greeted by a band of theologians who have been sitting there for centuries (9).”

The Intelligent Designer has left many, many fingerprints on our world to evidence His role in Creation; we have but to open our eyes and intellects, allowing our discoveries to penetrate.
------------------------------------
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